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9 Exceptional Design Hotels in Gusco
City Centre Worth Booking

Stay in Cusco City Centre's best design hotels-colonial mansions, Belmond
luxury & boutique stays within blocks of Plaza de Armas. Compare & book
smart.
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usco's city centre is one of the few places in South America where you

can sleep inside a 16th-century monastery, a colonial mansion, or a

Luxury Collection hotel-all within walking distance of Plaza de Armas.

This guide covers 9 exceptional design hotels in Cusco City Centre,
breaking down what each property actually delivers so you can match your
expectations to the right stay.

What It's Like Staying in Cusco City Centre

Staying in Cusco City Centre means you're operating at around 3,400 metres
above sea level-altitude affects everyone differently, and your first 24 hours will
likely be slower than planned. Most major landmarks are within a 10-minute walk
from the Plaza de Armas, which makes the centre genuinely convenient once
your body adjusts. Street noise from the historic core peaks in the evening when
restaurants and bars along Plateros and Portal de Carnes fill up, so light sleepers
should prioritise interior-facing rooms.

Pros:

* Walking access to Qorikancha, San Blas, the Cathedral, and the Inca
Museum without needing transport

* The city centre hotels are housed in genuine colonial buildings that are part
of the UNESCO World Heritage Site-the architecture itself is the experience
* Around 80% of Cusco's best restaurants, tour operators, and artisan
markets are concentrated within a few blocks of the Plaza de Armas

Cons:

* Altitude sickness is a real logistical issue-properties offering oxygen-
enriched rooms carry a practical advantage here

* Street-facing rooms on main arteries like Calle Loreto and Av. El Sol can be
noisy past midnight on weekends

*Velasco Astete Airport is around 5 km from the centre, and traffic during
peak hours adds significant transfer time

Why Choose Exceptional Design Hotels in
Cusco City Centre

Design hotels in Cusco City Centre are not just about aesthetics-they're about
structural authenticity. These properties are built into colonial convents, 16th-
century monasteries, and Inca-era stonework that cannot be replicated in newer
districts like San Sebastian or Wanchag. The price premium over standard 3-star
hotels in the centre runs at around 60% more, but what you're paying for is
direct access to centuries of layered architecture, courtyards, and interior design
that reflects Andean and Spanish colonial heritage simultaneously. Room sizes in
converted historic buildings vary considerably-suites in former monastery cells
or mansion wings are often more generous than those in purpose-built hotels,
though corridor layouts and staircase-heavy access can be a trade-off.

Pros:

* Interiors built into genuine Inca and colonial stonework-vaulted ceilings,
stone arches, and hand-carved woodwork that define the visual identity of
each stay

* Most design hotels in this category include daily breakfast, airport
transfers, and concierge-led city orientation, reducing logistical friction on
arrival

* Spa facilities, oxygen-enriched rooms, and altitude acclimatisation support
are far more common in this tier than in budget or mid-range options

Cons:
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~ In-room WiFi charges can appear as extras at some properties in this
category despite free WiFi being listed in common areas
* Converted heritage buildings often limit room customisation (blackout
curtains, soundproofing) due to preservation regulations

Practical Booking & Area Strategy for Cusco
City Centre

The strongest micro-location within the centre is the two-block radius around
Plaza de Armas-streets like Calle Plazoleta Nazarenas, Calle Palacio, and Calle
Loreto put you inside the UNESCO core with near-zero commute to the main
attractions. Book at least 8 weeks ahead for June through August, when Inti
Raymi festival (late June) drives occupancy to near 100% across all design-tier
properties. For Machu Picchu day trips, the train departs from Poroy Station
(around 20 minutes by car from the centre) or Ollantaytambo, so proximity to the
centre doesn't affect that logistics chain-what matters is having a hotel that can
coordinate transfers efficiently. The San Blas neighbourhood sits uphill from the
Plaza de Armas and is walkable in around 15 minutes, though the cobblestone
incline is taxing at altitude; design hotels closer to Qorikancha on Av. El Sol offer
flatter access to the main transport corridor.

Best Value Design Stays

These properties deliver strong architectural character and central positioning at
a more accessible price point within the design hotel tier in Cusco City Centre.

475 reviews

1. Kori Gems Inn 8.9 Fabulous B

©® show on map

Kori Gems Inn sits in the heart of Cusco's historic centre and stands out for its
garden and sun terrace-rare features among city-centre properties where
outdoor space is typically sacrificed for density. Rooms are fitted with flat-
screen TVs, private bathrooms with showers, and city views available in select
units, giving it a functional edge over similarly priced guesthouses in the zone.
Airport transfers are included, which removes a common logistical headache on
arrival at Velasco Astete. The 24-hour front desk and concierge service make it a
practical base for coordinating day trips to the Sacred Valley or Machu Picchu.


https://korigemsinncusco.pe-hotels.com/en/
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e 24-nhour tront desk with concierge service

193 reviews

2. San Agustin Kl Dorado 8.1Very Good B

© show on map

SAN-AGUSTIN
EL DORADQ * %% %
AV, EL SOL 395, CUSCO ‘
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San Agustin El Dorado occupies an imposing colonial building in Cusco's
historical area, positioned one block from the Temple of the Sun (Qorikancha) and
two blocks from Plaza de Armas-a location that puts it inside the densest cluster
of Inca heritage sites in the city. Rooms feature wood flooring and marble-fitted
bathrooms with tubs, which elevate the finish above standard 4-star properties
in the area. The on-site Cocktail Lounge serves Peruvian and international dishes
alongside pisco sour and fine tequilas, functioning as both a dining venue and a
social space without requiring guests to go out at night. Daily American breakfast
and an airport shuttle round out the included services, and Velasco Astete Airport
is only 3 km away.

¢ Marble bathrooms with tubs
¢ Cocktail Lounge with Peruvian cuisine and pisco sour
¢ One block from Qorikancha (Temple of the Sun)

3. Sonesta Hotel Cusco 9.2 Superb B

1545 reviews
© show on map

What It's Like Staying in Cusco
City Centre

Why Choose Exceptional Design
Hotels in Cusco City Centre

Practical Booking & Area Strategy
for Cusco City Centre

Best Value Design Stays v
Best Premium Design Stays

Smart Travel & Timing Advice for
Cusco City Centre


https://www.cuscohotels.net/san-agustin-el-dorado.en.html
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Sonesta Hotel Cusco is positioned less than 1 km from the city centre and offers
every room with either a mountain or city view-a deliberate design choice that
makes even the standard category feel spatially generous. Rooms are equipped
with cable TV, free WiFi, and private bathrooms with separate bathtubs, and the
contemporary décor contrasts with the colonial-heavy aesthetic of most nearby
design hotels, appealing to guests who want modern interiors without sacrificing
proximity to the historic core. The fine dining restaurant serves a fusion of
Peruvian and international food, with certain rates including lunch or dinner (2
appetizers, 1 main course, and 1 non-alcoholic beverage), which reduces daily
meal costs considerably. The free airport shuttle and 8-minute transfer time from
Velasco Astete make it one of the most logistics-friendly options in this category.

¢ Mountain or city view in every room
e Free airport shuttle with short 8-minute transfer
¢ Half-board rate options (lunch or dinner included)

4. Hilton Garden Inn Cusco 9.0 Superb B

511 reviews
® show on map

Hilton Garden Inn Cusco delivers panoramic city and mountain views from its

position in the historic centre, just 600 metres from Cusco's main square-close
enough to walk everywhere, far enough from Plaza de Armas street noise. Every
room includes natural lighting, a flat-screen TV, Neutrogena toiletries, air
conditioning, and a safety deposit box; select rooms add a terrace overlooking


https://sonesta.cusco-hotels.net/en/
https://hilton-garden-inn.cuscohotelsweb.com/en/
https://hilton-garden-inn.cuscohotelsweb.com/en/
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practical differentiator in a district where street parking Is virtually non-existent,
making it a strong pick for travellers arriving by car or renting locally.

e Panoramic city and mountain views from rooms
¢ Free private parking on-site
e Spa and wellness centre within the property

Best Premium Design Stays

These are the flagship design hotels in Cusco City Centre-properties built into
UNESCO-listed colonial and Inca-era structures, with luxury-tier services that
match the architectural significance of each building.

5. Palacio Del Inka, A Luxury Collection 92 Superb E
Hotel, Cusco 447 reviews

© show on map
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Palacio del Inka is positioned directly in front of Qorikancha-the most sacred Inca
temple in Cusco-making it the only Luxury Collection property with that specific
architectural confrontation as its daily view. The hotel curates an on-site route of
art, a guided historical collection spanning different periods of Peruvian art,
which functions as a cultural programme embedded into the stay itself. Suites
can be supplied with oxygen and coca tea on request, a practical inclusion given
the altitude, and the indoor swimming pool and fitness centre add recovery
infrastructure rarely available this close to the Plaza de Armas. Unlimited local
calls and Pisco lessons are included, and the buffet breakfast with local and
international cuisine is rated as superb by guests consistently.

« Directly facing Qorikancha (Temple of the Sun)
* On-site art route with guided historical tour
¢ Oxygen and coca tea available in suites on request

282 reviews

6. Casa Cartagena Boutique Hotel & Spa 98 Fxceptional B

© show on map


https://palaciodelhotelcusco.pe-hotels.com/en/
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Casa Cartagena Boutique Hotel & Spa occupies a historic building two blocks
from Plaza de Armas and is one of the few design hotels in Cusco City Centre
offering an outdoor swimming pool with a garden terrace-a genuine rarity at this
altitude and in this built-up district. All rooms are configured as suites with
wooden balconies overlooking the pool garden, and the spa features a large
hydromassage tub with garden-facing windows. The hotel is 500 metres from
San Blas neighbourhood, giving guests flat-approach access to the artisan
quarter without the full uphill climb. A complimentary one-way airport shuttle is
included, and the Santa Catalina and Inca Museums are within a 5-minute walk
from the property.

¢ Outdoor swimming pool with garden terrace
« All-suite configuration with wooden balconies
¢ Spa with hydromassage tub and garden views

7. Jw Marriott El Convento Cusco 9.3 Superb E

635 reviews
© show on map

JW Marriott El Convento Cusco is set inside a former convent with antique

exposed brick walls, vaulted ceilings, a sculpted stone arch, and a decorative
fountain at the centre of the colonial courtyard-architectural features that no
purpose-built hotel in the city can replicate. Oxygen-enriched rooms are
available across all room types, not just suites, which is a significant operational
advantage for altitude acclimatisation. The property houses two restaurants:


https://www.cartagena-hotels.org/en/
https://jw-marriott-el-convento.cuscohotelsweb.com/en/
https://jw-marriott-el-convento.cuscohotelsweb.com/en/
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of the hotel, and dally buttet breakfast, bundling core experiences into the room
rate rather than charging separately.

¢ Oxygen-enriched rooms available in all room types
¢ Two on-site restaurants with distinct dining concepts
¢ Indoor swimming pool and spa on-site

8. Inkaterra L.a Casona Relais & Chateaux 91 Superb B

74 reviews

© show on map

Inkaterra La Casona Relais & Chateaux is a converted Colonial mansion featuring
marble fireplaces, baroque-style columns, antique chandeliers, and a stone-
decorated Spanish gallery-one of the most design-intensive interiors available in
Cusco City Centre. Rooms are appointed with dark wood sculpted panels, deep
burgundy sofas, rich rugs, and freestanding stone baths, placing this property
firmly in the territory of architecturally curated accommodation rather than
simply luxury accommodation. Private guides and drivers are available for guests
exploring Cusco and the Sacred Valley, and the Museum of Pre-Columbian Art is
within easy reach on foot. The Relais & Chateaux designation signals strict
quality benchmarks that differentiate it from other boutique-branded properties
in the district.

¢ Relais & Chateaux member with curated heritage interiors
o Freestanding stone baths and marble fireplaces in rooms
o Private guides and drivers available for excursions

9. Monasterio, A Belmond Hotel, Cusco 9.8 Exceptional B

249 reviews
© show on map


https://la-casona-inkaterra.cusco-hotels.net/en/
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Monasterio, A Belmond Hotel, Cusco is housed in a working monastery dating
from 1592, making it one of the oldest continuously operating heritage
accommodations in South America-its colonial courtyard, religious art-lined walls,
and centuries-old chapel are inseparable from the experience of staying here.
Oxygen-enriched rooms are available and are among the most sought-after
features in the property, directly addressing Cusco's altitude reality for guests
arriving from sea level. Dining spans two outlets-Tupay and lllariy Restaurants-
serving Andean cuisine and breakfast respectively, with fine wines available in
the lobby bar and room service running throughout the day. Guests are
welcomed with fresh fruit and coca tea, and leisure programming includes horse
riding, mountain biking, and organised treks to Machu Picchu coordinated
through the hotel.

o Historic monastery dating from 1592 with original religious art
¢ Oxygen-enriched rooms available for altitude acclimatisation
» Two on-site restaurants plus lobby bar with fine wine selection

Smart Travel & Timing Advice for Cusco City
Centre

Cusco's dry season runs from May through October, and this window accounts
for the highest hotel occupancy across all design-tier properties in the city
centre. June is the single most competitive month due to Inti Raymi (Festival of
the Sun), which draws tens of thousands of visitors and pushes room rates at
premium properties to their annual peak-booking less than 6 weeks out in June is
high-risk. The shoulder months of April and early May offer a practical balance:
the rainy season has largely ended, prices are around 20% lower than peak June-
August rates, and the crowds around Plaza de Armas and Qorikancha are
noticeably thinner. Most visitors spend 2 to 3 nights in Cusco City Centre before
continuing to the Sacred Valley or Machu Picchu, but design hotel guests who
want to absorb the architecture, the museums, and the San Blas artisan quarter
properly should plan for at least 3 full days. Last-minute bookings work only in
November through February, when Cusco enters its wet season and many
international visitors shift their plans-rates drop, but expect afternoon rain daily
and some trail closures around the Inca sites.

Hotels featured in this article
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https://belmond-monasterio.cusco-hotels.net/en/
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Explore more articles with curated hotel picks and local insights you might enjoy

Staying Near Lake Waukomis: 10
Airport Hotels Compared

- Updated Apr 20, 2026 - 7 min read

Compare 10 airport hotels near Lake Waukomis, Kansas City. Free
shuttles, pools & breakfast included. Find the best option for your
stay.

Share with others I

7 Business Hotels Near
Kosciuszko Park for Your
Milwaukee Work Trip

Find the best business hotels near
Kosciuszko Park, Milwaukee. Compar...

Updated Apr 20, 2026 - 8 min read

Where to Stay Near Oak Glen
Park: 8 Central Oakland Hotels

Find the best centrally located hotels
near Oak Glen Park in Oakland....
Updated Apr 20,2026 - 8 min read

Staying Near Sunstone Winery: 7
Central Solvang Hotels
Compared

Find the best central hotels near
Sunstone Winery in Solvang. Compar...

Updated Apr 17,2026 + 10 min read
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