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South Afrlca Joms Unlted States Portugal In‘—done5|a and
Peru as Must-Visit Spring Destinations for 2026
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South Africa has emerged as a must-visit spring destination for 2026, joining the United States,
Portugal, Indonesia, and Peru. With its unigue blend of cultural heritage, diverse landscapes, and

adventure-filled activities, South Africa offers the perfect mix of nature, culture, and relaxation.

Park, or enjoying the serene beaches and vibrant C|t|e5, spring provides the ideal time to explore the
country’s hidden gems. As pleasant weather and fewer crowds set the stage for unforgettable
experiences, South Africa is rapidly becoming a top choice for travelers in search of both adventure

and tranquility.
Spring, in particular, has become the perfect time for travelers—especially families and professionals

—looking for a quick escape before the busy summer travel season. Below are six top destinations

that are expected to stand out for spring travel in 2026.

Puerto Rico, United States
Puerto Rico continues to gain popularity among international tourists, thanks to its rich cultural
heritage, diverse cuisine, and stunning natural landscapes. In 2025, the island saw record-breaking

visitor arrivals, and demand remains high entering 2026.

In recent years, there has been a shift in @ travel preferences. Many travelers are moving away from
traditional beach vacations in favor of destinations that offer a combination of warm weather and
exciting activities such as hiking, surfing, wildlife exploration, and cultural immersion. This shift

reflects a growing desire for adventure and connection with nature.



San Juan, the vibrant capital, offers a glimpse of Puerto Rico's rich history with its colorful streets and
historic neighborhoods. For those seeking a more tranqguil experience, the nearby islands of Culebra
and Vieques are perfect for quiet getaways, featuring pristine beaches and incredible snorkeling
opportunities. Vieques, in particular, has seen significant improvements for the 2026 season, with

renovated accommodations and expanded wellness facilities at several boutigue retreats.

Madeira and Porto Santo Island, Portugal
Madeira, a Portuguese archipelago in the Atlantic, is known for its yvear-round hiking opportunities,
but spring—especially March and April—offers the best conditions. The mild weather and abundant

plant blooms during this time create a vibrant botanical spectacle.
One of the region’s iconic hiking trails, the Vereda do Areeiro to Pico Ruivo, is set to reopen in late

April 2026 after repairs. This scenic route will be a highlight for trekkers, offering breathtaking views
and a journey through the island’s lush landscapes. For those who prefer beaches, Porto Santo Island

is just a short ferry ride away, offering golden sands and clear waters perfect for scuba diving.

Fort Myers, Sanibel, and Captiva, United States

Florida's Gulf Coast destinations—Fort Myers, Sanibel, and Captiva—are guieter alternatives to the
crowded hotspots like Miami and Fort Lauderdale. Following the damage caused by Hurricane lanin
2022, the region has been gradually recovering, and most of the area’s beaches and nature reserves
have now been restored.

These destinations are particularly popular for wildlife enthusiasts, with the J.N. "Ding” Darling
National Wildlife Refuge on Sanibel Island offering prime birdwatching opportunities. The refuge is
home to migratory species like roseate spoonbills, as well as native wildlife such as alligators.
Additionally, eco-tours help visitors connect with the region’s long-standing tradition of seashell

collecting.

Cape Town, South Africa

Cape Town's spring season, which occurs in March and April, is considered a “secret season, as it
sees fewer tourists while maintaining pleasant temperatures and clear skies. This makes it an ideal
time for hiking, visiting local markets, and exploring nearby vineyards during the annual grape

harvest season in the Cape Winelands.

In addition to the natural beauty, Cape Town hosts several cultural events during these months. The
Cape Town Carnival, scheduled for March 21, features colorful parades and performances, while the
Lumenocity festival, from April 9-12, will transform the Company’s Garden with stunning
illuminated art installations. The city’s markets are also expanding in 2026, adding new venues at
popular waterfront areas and historic districts.

Mancora, Peru
Mancora, a laid-back beach town on Peru’s northern coastline, is quickly becoming an alternative to
the country’s more famous destinations like Cusco and Machu Picchu. With warm Pacific waters and

stunning sunsets, Mancora offers a relaxed coastal environment ideal for unwinding.

The region is also a popular spot for surfers, with peak conditions occurring between Movember and
April. For those seeking more tranguil waters, nearby beaches like Las Pocitas and Vichayito are
perfect for paddleboarding and swimming. Travelers can also snorkel with green sea turtles inthe
nearby town of Los Organos. In early 2026, the - Cabo Blanco, an eco-focused beach hotel,
will open south of Mancora, further enhancing the region’s appeal.



Raja Ampat, Indonesia
Raja Ampat, located in Indonesia’s West Papua province, is one of the world’s most biodiverse marine
regions, offering exceptional underwater experiences. Situated within the Coral Triangle, it is famous

for its vibrant coral reefs, manta rays, pygmy seahorses, and other rare marine species.

Spring, especially March and April, marks the end of the dry season, providing calm seas and excellent
underwater visibility of up to 30 meters. The period also sees fewer tourists compared to the peak
season, making it an ideal time to explore this pristine paradise. Visitors often ® travel aboard
traditional Indonesian wooden sailing vessels, known as phinisi, or stay in homestays across the
islands that offer direct access to coral gardens and diving sites. Birdwatching is another highlight,

particularly on Batanta Island, where rare species such as the red bird of paradise can be spotted.

Conclusion
South Africa joins the United States, Portugal, Indonesia, and Peru as a must-visit spring destination
for 2026, offering a perfect blend of vibrant culture, breathtaking landscapes, and exciting outdoor

adventures. With ideal spring weather, it's the perfect time to explore its diverse offerings.

Spring travel in 2026 is indicative of a broader industry shift toward destinations that offer a
combination of nature, adventure, and cultural immersion. With favorable weather in many regions
and increasing interest in experiential travel, March and April are quickly becoming the preferred
months for international trips. Whether it's exploring Puerto Rico's cultural heritage, ® hiking
through Madeira's lush landscapes, or diving into Raja Ampat’s underwater wonderland, spring
offers an abundance of unique travel experiences for those seeking more than just a typical beach

vacation.
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