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Inkaterra, Joins The Cormorant, Cusco La Paccha, The Melia Collection, and Four Seasons Hotel Spark a
Skyrocketing Luxury Travel Boom in South America’s Most Breathtaking Locations. This incredible wave

of luxury travel is setting the stage for an entirely new way to experience South America. As 2026 approaches,
these iconic hotel openings are reshaping the hospitality landscape, offering travellers exclusive access to
some of the most breathtaking locations the continent has to offer.
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From the sun-kissed beaches of Cartagena to the mystical peaks of the Andes and the remote, untouched
wilderness of Patagonia, the collaboration of Inkaterra, The Cormorant, Cusco La Paccha, The Melia
Collection, and Four Seasons Hotel is driving a skyrocketing boom in luxury travel across South America. Each
of these hotels promises not just comfort and service, but also a deep connection to the culture, history, and
natural wonders of the region.

Inkaterra, a well-known name in eco-tourism, is expanding its influence by opening Inkaterra Cabo Blanco on
Peru’s northern coast. This boutique eco-resort will cater to eco-conscious travellers looking for an immersive
experience, while still enjoying the luxury of its sustainable design. Guests will have the chance to explore

the local coastal culture, take part in fishing expeditions, and enjoy the natural beauty of Peru’s secluded
coast. With this addition, Inkaterra further solidifies its position as a leader in the growing sector of eco-luxury
tourism.

On the other hand, The Cormorant at 55 South in Puerto Williams, Chile, promises to be an unprecedented
destination for adventure-seeking luxury travellers. By offering luxurious accommodations while serving as
a launch point for Antarctic expeditions, this property bridges the worlds of luxury travel and extreme
exploration. This hotel is uniquely positioned to attract affluent travellers who are eager for extreme
adventure but also demand the finest comforts in remote and rugged landscapes.

In Peru, the upcoming Cusco La Paccha by Melia will redefine luxury within one of the most historically rich
cities in the world. Located in Cusco’s historic centre, the hotel will combine Incan architecture with

modern luxury amenities. It will cater to both heritage travellers and luxury seekers who are looking to
explore the heart of the Inca Empire while experiencing top-tier comfort. The hotel will also provide easy
access to the Sacred Valley and Machu Picchu, making it a perfect base for exploring Peru’s ancient wonders.
The Melia Collection Lima, opening in 2026, will inject a new wave of urban luxury into Peru’s capital. This
stylish property, located in the historic centre of Lima, will serve as a central hub for those interested

in exploring Lima’s gastronomic scene and historic landmarks while enjoying high-end amenities. Its launch
will elevate Lima’s status as a leading destination for both business and leisure travellers.

Finally, Four Seasons Hotel Cartagena will elevate Cartagena’s already impressive reputation as a premium
coastal and cultural destination. Set in the vibrant Getsemani neighbourhood, the Four Seasons promises
an unmatched level of luxury while offering guests access to Cartagena’s colonial charm and Caribbean
beaches. This hotel is expected to draw affluent international visitors, boosting both luxury tourism and the
local economy.

In conclusion, the luxury travel boom triggered by Inkaterra, The Cormorant, Cusco La Paccha, The Melia
Collection, and Four Seasons Hotel is a game-changer for South America’s tourism industry. These hotels are
not just about luxurious stays but about creating an unforgettable experience that connects guests to the
culture, nature, and history of each breathtaking location. South America’s luxury tourism scene is evolving,
and 2026 is set to be a landmark year for these unforgettable travel experiences.

1. Four Seasons Hotel Cartagena: A Luxurious New Era for Colombia’s Caribbean Coast

Location: Getsemani, Cartagena, Colombia

Opening: April 2026

Overview: A Premium Cultural and Beach Destination

Cartagena, a historic city nestled on Colombia‘s Caribbean coast, will soon welcome the prestigious Four
Seasons Hotel Cartagena. Set in the charming Getsemani neighbourhood, this flagship hotel will blend
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modern luxury with the city’s colonial charm, offering 131 opulent rooms and suites, multiple dining venues,
a wellness centre, and a rooftop pool with panoramic views of Cartagena’s harbour. The property will raise
the bar for luxury tourism in Colombia, positioning the city as a top-tier destination for travellers seeking a
combination of history, culture, and beachside relaxation.

Significance: Cartagena’s Rising Luxury Profile

The Four Seasons Hotel represents one of the most high-profile luxury openings in Colombia for 2026. Its
presence will solidify Cartagena’s status as a premium cultural and beach destination, providing an ideal base
for those wishing to explore the city’s historic sites and golden beaches. The hotel’s sophisticated design will
highlight the region’s colonial heritage, while offering guests world-class facilities, making it a key player in
attracting affluent international travellers.

Impact on Travel and Tourism

The arrival of Four Seasons in Cartagena is set to boost tourism in the region, especially as more travellers
are seeking experiential, high-end stays. With its focus on sustainability and local heritage conservation, the
hotel will contribute to making Cartagena a model for eco-conscious luxury tourism in Latin America.
Moreover, the hotel’s opening will bring economic growth, create employment opportunities, and

provide support to local businesses.

2. Inkaterra Cabo Blanco: A Boutique Eco-Resort with a Peruvian Coastal Twist

Location: Cabo Blanco, Northwestern Peru

Opening: Early 2026

Overview: Eco-Tourism Meets Luxury in Peru

Inkaterra Cabo Blanco will offer a sophisticated, eco-conscious escape set in the former fishing

village of Cabo Blanco in northwestern Peru. This boutique resort combines beachfront

relaxation with immersive cultural excursions and fishing expeditions, providing an authentic way to connect
with the region’s coastal culture. Designed with sustainability in mind, the property will offer luxurious
amenities without compromising on eco-friendly practices. It promises to be a haven for eco-conscious
travellers seeking luxury with a cultural twist.

Significance: A Leader in Eco-Tourism for Peru
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This hotel is poised to become a key player in Peru’s growing eco-tourism sector. Inkaterra, renowned for

its commitment to sustainability, brings its expertise in eco-luxury to the lesser-known coast of Cabo Blanco,
which remains largely uncharted by mainstream tourism. By promoting coastal conservation, the resort will
help safeguard Peru’s natural resources while offering high-end experiences. Inkaterra Cabo Blanco will
complement Peru’s well-established tourism offerings in Cusco and Lima, offering visitors a well-rounded
Peruvian journey.

Impact on Travel and Tourism

The opening of Inkaterra Cabo Blanco will attract a niche audience of adventure travellers and eco-tourism
enthusiasts. The resort’s commitment to sustainable tourism will inspire future developments that

prioritise environmental conservation, making it a beacon for responsible travel. This eco-resort will serve as
a catalyst for growth in cultural tourism and nature-based travel, promoting the preservation of Peru’s
coastal environment while creating local economic opportunities.

3. The Cormorant at 55 South: The Gateway to Antarctica in Southern Chile

Location: Puerto Williams, Southern Chile

Opening: October 2026

Overview: Luxury Meets Extreme Adventure in the World’s Southernmost Town

In the southernmost reaches of Chile, The Cormorant at 55 South will set a new standard for luxury
adventure tourism. Located in Puerto Williams, the southernmost town on the planet, this hotel will serve as
the first land-based property by Silversea Cruises, offering guests access to Antarctica and the

stunning Beagle Channel. The hotel will feature 150 rooms and provide expedition-ready services for
travellers seeking to explore one of the world’s most remote regions.

Significance: A Pioneering Concept in Expedition Tourism

By offering a luxurious base for Antarctic expeditions, The Cormorant at 55 South merges luxury

travel with extreme adventure tourism. This groundbreaking concept will allow guests to

experience Antarctica in ultimate comfort, providing exceptional access to pristine landscapes and wildlife.
This project will position Puerto Williams as a prime destination for luxury adventurers,

combining exploration with comfort in one of the most extreme environments on Earth.

Impact on Travel and Tourism

This hotel will revolutionise expedition tourism in Chile and South America, attracting a new demographic
of affluent travellers keen to explore the Antarctic wilderness. As the gateway to Antarctica, The
Cormorant will put Puerto Williams on the global tourism map, encouraging sustainable tourism practices in
a fragile ecosystem. The property will support the local economy by providing jobs, tourism infrastructure,
and promoting responsible travel in this remote area.

4. Hotel Cusco La Paccha by Melia: A New Icon in Inca Heritage

Location: Historic Cusco Centre, Peru

Opening: January 2026

Overview: Melia Brings Luxury to the Heart of the Inca Empire

The opening of Hotel Cusco La Paccha by Melia in Cusco_will elevate the city’s luxury hospitality scene. This
new property, with 167 rooms, will merge traditional Incan architecture with modern luxury, allowing guests
to immerse themselves in Peru’s rich cultural heritage while enjoying high-end services. Located in

the historic Cusco Centre, the hotel will offer convenient access to _Machu Picchu and the Sacred Valley.
Significance: Raising Cusco’s Accommodation Standards

Melid’s arrival in Cusco will raise the bar for luxury tourism in the region, catering to heritage

tourists and luxury travellers alike. This property will meet the growing demand for luxurious
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accommodations in Cusco while preserving the city’s cultural identity. It will enhance the city’s tourism
infrastructure by offering top-tier services for those visiting the Inca heartland.

Impact on Travel and Tourism

The presence of Melia in Cusco will bolster the city’s status as a luxury destination and help accommodate
the increasing number of affluent international visitors. This hotel will also contribute to sustainable tourism
initiatives by ensuring that local heritage is respected while promoting economic growth.

5. The Melia Collection Lima: Redefining Urban Luxury in Peru’s Capital
Location: Historic Centre, Lima

Opening: July 2026

Overview: Urban Elegance Meets Peruvian Influences

The Melia Collection Lima will offer an unparalleled urban luxury experience in Lima, Peru’s vibrant capital.
The hotel will combine modern design with local Peruvian influences, offering refined elegance for

both business and leisure travellers. The property will be strategically located to provide easy access to
Lima’s gastronomic scene and historic landmarks, making it an ideal destination for travellers looking to
experience the city’s energy and cultural vibrancy.

Significance: Elevating Lima’s Global Profile

The Melia Collection Lima will add a world-class hotel to Lima’s luxury offerings, attracting global business
travellers and those seeking a refined urban experience. The hotel’s presence will enhance Lima’s position as
a leading city destination in Latin America, particularly as the city continues to grow in prominence as

a culinary and cultural hub.

Impact on Travel and Tourism

The Melia Collection Lima will contribute to Lima’s growing reputation as a luxury business hub,

attracting more international visitors and boosting the city’s tourism revenue. With its focus

on contemporary luxury, the hotel will further establish Lima as a prime destination for affluent urban
travellers.

Epic Road Trip Across South America: Colombia, Peru, and Chile

Embarking on a road trip across Colombia, Peru, and Chile is one of the most awe-inspiring adventures one
can undertake in South America. Spanning vibrant cities, lush coastlines, and mystical heritage sites, this
journey offers a rich tapestry of cultural landmarks, natural wonders, and luxurious escapes. Whether you’re
cruising along the Caribbean coast of Colombia, navigating Peru’s Inca heartland, or discovering the
southernmost terrains of Chile, this route offers the perfect mix of relaxation, exploration, and discovery.
Let’s dive into this road trip journey and explore the exact spots that make each destination unforgettable.

1. Colombia: Cartagena to Santa Marta — A Coastal Paradise

Starting Point: Cartagena, Colombia

Ending Point: Santa Marta, Colombia

Distance: 230 km, approximately 5 hours of driving

Begin your journey in the historic city of Cartagena, where the vibrant Getsemani neighbourhood sets the
tone for a journey steeped in colonial charm. The Four Seasons Hotel Cartagena, opening in April 2026,
promises the highest standards of luxury in the heart of this UNESCO World Heritage city. Cartagena’s old
town, with its colourful colonial architecture, museums, and old fortresses, provides an immersive
introduction to the region’s history and beauty.
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Key Stops on the Cartagena to Santa Marta Route:
= Playa Blanca: About 45 minutes from Cartagena, this beach offers pristine white sands and crystal-
clear waters perfect for a relaxing stop before heading north.
= Tayrona National Park: One of Colombia’s most famous natural reserves, Tayrona National Park is
home to lush jungles, beautiful beaches, and ancient Tairona ruins. It is a must-visit on the route
towards Santa Marta, offering picturesque views of the Caribbean coastline.
End your journey in Santa Marta, the gateway to the Sierra Nevada mountains and Ciudad Perdida, an
ancient lost city of the Tairona culture. Santa Marta offers a blend of beachfront relaxation and historical
exploration.
2. Northwestern Peru: Coastal Adventures and Cultural Immersion
Starting Point: Lima, Peru
Ending Point: Cabo Blanco, Peru
Distance: 1,000 km, approximately 16 hours of driving
Lima, Peru’s bustling capital, serves as the perfect starting point for this leg of the journey. As the culinary
capital of South America, Lima is home to a vibrant food scene, especially in the Miraflores and Barranco
districts, where you'll find world-renowned restaurants serving up ceviche, pisco, and innovative Peruvian
fusion dishes.
Key Stops on the Lima to Cabo Blanco Route:
= Paracas National Reserve: About 3.5 hours south of Lima, this desert reserve offers a surreal contrast
of sand dunes and ocean views. It is home to the Ballestas Islands, often referred to as the “Poor
Man’s Galapagos” due to their incredible wildlife, including sea lions, penguins, and a variety of sea
birds.
= Nazca: A few hours further south, visit the Nazca Lines, ancient geoglyphs that have mystified
travellers and archaeologists for centuries. These massive figures etched into the desert floor can be
best appreciated from the air, where their true scale becomes clear.
= Trujillo: A historic city where Chan Chan, the world’s largest mud-brick city, once thrived. The Moche
ruins here offer fascinating insights into pre-Columbian Peruvian culture.
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Finally, after driving through the beautiful Peruvian coast, you’ll reach Cabo Blanco, a former fishing
village and now a charming spot to relax. It is here that the famous eco-resort, Inkaterra Cabo Blanco, will
open in early 2026, offering sustainable luxury amidst a cultural setting that showcases the local coastal life.

3. Southern Chile: A Remote Escape into Nature

Starting Point: Puerto Montt, Chile

Ending Point: Puerto Williams, Chile

Distance: 1,200 km, approximately 20 hours of driving

Next, head south to Chile’s Patagonia region, starting in the town of Puerto Montt. This charming port city
offers stunning views of the Andes Mountains and the Reloncavi Sound. From here, take the Carretera
Austral, one of the most scenic and remote highways in the world, which winds through rugged landscapes
and pristine fjords.

Key Stops on the Puerto Montt to Puerto Williams Route:
= Pumalin Park: A sprawling private nature reserve in Chile’s Patagonia region, Pumalin Park is a
sanctuary of temperate rainforests, wildlife, and majestic glaciers. Spend a day hiking through lush
forests, and discover the beauty of Chile’s natural world.
= Torres del Paine National Park: A UNESCO biosphere reserve and one of Chile’s most iconic parks.
Here, dramatic granite peaks and azure lakes form a stunning backdrop for hikes, horseback rides, and
wildlife spotting, including guanacos, pumas, and condors.
= Ushuaia: Before reaching Puerto Williams, a detour to Ushuaia in Argentina, known as
the southernmost city in the world, offers breathtaking views of the Beagle Channel and the Andes
mountains.
Arriving at Puerto Williams, the southernmost town in the world, you’ll experience a unique blend
of luxury and extreme adventure at The Cormorant at 55 South. This land-based hotel by Silversea
Cruises will be an exclusive base for Antarctic expeditions, offering access to one of the most pristine and
wild landscapes on earth.

4. Historic Cusco Centre and Sacred Valley: The Heart of Inca Civilization
Starting Point: Cusco, Peru
Ending Point: Machu Picchu, Peru
Distance: 130 km, approximately 3 hours of driving
After exploring the remote beauty of Chile, head back to Peru, where you will delve into the heart of the Inca
Empire. Start in Cusco, the ancient capital of the Inca civilization and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Cusco’s
historic centre, with its stunning colonial architecture and Inca ruins, offers a fascinating glimpse into Peru’s
rich past.
Key Stops on the Cusco to Machu Picchu Route:
= Sacsayhuamadn: A massive Incan fortress just outside Cusco, offering stunning views of the city and a
glimpse into the ancient techniques used to construct these giant stone walls.
= Sacred Valley: A lush valley that was once the heart of the Inca Empire, Sacred Valley is home to
several impressive Incan sites, such as Ollantaytambo and Pisac, where you can
explore terraces, temples, and villages that have preserved traditional Andean culture.
= Aguas Calientes: The town at the base of Machu Picchu, Aguas Calientes offers access to the ancient
citadel. Spend a night here and prepare for the exhilarating journey up to one of the Seven New
Wonders of the World.
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Visiting Machu Picchu is a once-in-a-lifetime experience, where you can stand amid the ruins of an ancient
civilization perched high in the Andes.
5. Lima: The Urban Pulse of Peru
Starting Point: Lima, Peru
Ending Point: Miraflores, Lima
Distance: Variable, depending on routes
Wrap up your South American road trip in Lima, a city that offers an exciting contrast
between modern and colonial influences. As Peru’s capital, Lima is known for its gastronomic scene (make
sure to visit Barranco for its trendy vibe and incredible dining options) and its vibrant cultural offerings.
Key Stops in Lima:
= Miraflores: This upscale neighbourhood is home to cliffside parks with stunning ocean views, art
galleries, and boutiques. The Parque Kennedy area is perfect for a stroll through local markets and
sampling Peruvian delicacies.
= Plaza Mayor: The heart of Lima’s historic centre, home to stunning examples of colonial architecture,
including the Lima Cathedral and the Palacio de Gobierno.
Embarking on a road trip across Colombia, Peru, and Chile in 2026 is more than just a journey—it’s an
adventure into the heart of South America’s cultural and natural wonders. From the vibrant streets
of Cartagena to the mystic ruins of Machu Picchu and the untouched landscapes of Patagonia, this road trip
offers the perfect blend of history, adventure, luxury, and eco-tourism. The new luxurious hotels emerging in
these destinations further elevate the experience, blending local culture with high-end amenities.

‘ § i b %
In Colombia, the Four Seasons Hotel Cartagena in the Getsemani neighbourhood is set to become a
symbol of luxury tourism. Its stunning location will offer visitors access to historic sites and breathtaking
beaches, serving as the perfect base for exploring this UNESCO World Heritage city. With its rooftop pool and
wellness facilities, the Four Seasons will provide a high-end experience in a city rich in colonial charm and
vibrant culture.

Moving towards Peru, the Inkaterra Cabo Blanco promises an unforgettable eco-resort experience along the
northern coast. Set in the historic Cabo Blanco fishing village, this boutique hotel will offer visitors a unique
opportunity to immerse themselves in coastal culture while enjoying luxurious accommodations. The focus
on eco-tourism and sustainability will cater to the growing demand for responsible travel, adding to Peru’s
appeal as a destination for eco-conscious adventurers.

In Chile, the Cormorant at 55 South will redefine expedition tourism by combining luxury
accommodations with the thrill of exploring Antarctica. Located in Puerto Williams, this land-based hotel will
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provide an exclusive gateway to the southernmost regions of the world. For those seeking an extreme
adventure in the lap of luxury, this will be the ultimate base.

Finally, in Cusco, the Melia Hotel will bring luxury to the heart of the Inca Empire, while in Lima, the Melia
Collection will redefine urban luxury with Peruvian influences. These new properties will cater to the growing
demand for luxurious stays in Peru’s iconic cities.

In conclusion, the new hotels in Colombia, Peru, and Chile for 2026 are not just about luxury; they represent
a deeper connection to the culture, history, and environment of these incredible destinations. Whether it’s
the Four Seasons Cartagena’s colonial elegance, Inkaterra Cabo Blanco’s eco-luxury, or the Cormorant’s
Antarctic adventures, these hotels will elevate the tourism experience. Together with the diverse attractions
each country offers, this road trip promises to be a life-changing journey through South America.
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