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LIMA, March 30 (Xinhua)  Nestled in the mountains on the way to Peru's ancient Inca city of

Machu Picchu, an orchid reserve features hundreds of various kinds of plants, including one

resembling the hummingbird.

"We have (orchids) in the shape of animals, humans, insects, butterflies, all with the sole

objective of getting pollinated," biologist Carmen Rosa Soto said.

The biologist, from Inkaterra, an association dedicated to the conservation of flora and fauna,

recently offered Xinhua a tour of the Waqanki Orchid Center, the orchid and nature reserve

managed by the group.

"Orchids are considered to be the most evolved plant family. In Machu Picchu alone there are

more than 89 genera, each presenting different forms, different sizes," Soto said.

Each orchid's particular shape and color evolved over centuries to attract the area's pollinators,

often by mimicking the native insects and hummingbirds that alight on the different plants, she

said.

"The major pollinators are the wasps, bees, butterflies and a small group of hummingbirds."

According to Joseph Quispe, a local orchid specialist, the reserve gets its name from the

Masdevallia veitchiana, the national treasure of Peru referred to as Waqanki by the people of

the Ancient Inca civilization, who were believed to have first cultivated the plant.

The bright twotone orangefuchsia flower has three petals, with the top one gradually tapering

into a narrow needle that resembles a hummingbird's long, slender beak.

Unique to Peru, the orchid has become a symbol of Machu Picchu, where there is a legend

that explains its unusual shape, said Quispe.

Quispe said the legend tells the story of a princess of the Incan Empire who was heartbroken

when the warrior with whom she was in love with went off to war. She ran through the forest

shedding tears of blood, which made the orchid crimson.

The forlorn princess died and was transformed into a Waqanki orchid. Waqanki in the native

Quechuan language means "you will cry."

When "the warrior returned and found his lover was gone, he asked the mountains to turn him

into a hummingbird ... and that's why the orchid is shaped like that," Quispe said.

The orchid grows wild in Peru, but has been successfully cultivated elsewhere.

The reserve, which also serves as a study center that regularly hosts experts from around the

world, attracts an array of visitors, from scientists to nature lovers, Quispe said.

Quispe said the reserve has recently registered 18 new species, with one more registration

still in the process.
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When "the warrior returned and found his lover was gone, he asked the mountains to turn him

into a hummingbird ... and that's why the orchid is shaped like that," Quispe said.

The orchid grows wild in Peru, but has been successfully cultivated elsewhere.
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world, attracts an array of visitors, from scientists to nature lovers, Quispe said.

Quispe said the reserve has recently registered 18 new species, with one more registration

still in the process.

A close look at

China's "historic

project"! The 5 Ws

and 1 H of Xiongan

New Area

Weekly choices of

Xinhua photo

Traditional

Wrestling Festival

held in SW China's

Guizhou

Temple fair held in

historic town of

Wuzhen, E China

China National

Peking Opera

Company begins 2

day performance in

Singapore

People enjoy spring

flowers across China

Tea picking across

China

In pics: Scenery of

Lhasa after snowfall

TOP STORIES

EDITOR’S CHOICE

/  01. The 5 Ws and 1 H of Xiongan New Area

/  02. Kenya holds memorial service to honor
late male northern white rhino

/  03. Thousands mourn Stephen Hawking as
funeral held in Cambridge

/  04. Economic Watch: China's new tax cuts
to benefit the real economy

/  05. Aeroflot search further aggravates
tensions between Moscow, London

MOST VIEWED

EXPLORE
XINHUANET

China

World

Business

Culture Edu

Sports

Sci Tech

Health

Entertainment

News

Asia & Pacific

Americas

Europe

Africa

Organizations

North America

Regions

Investment

Doing Business

Work in China

Study in China

Visit in China

Live in China

Emergency

Weather

Services

Photos

Video

Indepth

Special Reports

Corrections

More

  Copyright © 20002018 XINHUANET.com All rights reserved.

Home China World Business Culture Sports Sci & Tech Indepth Entertainment More ∨

http://search.news.cn/language/search.jspa?id=en&t1=0&t=1&ss=&btn=0&np=content&n1=orchid&ct=orchid
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/12/c_137033650.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137081237.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137081237.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137081119.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137081119.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137080776.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137080776.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137080490.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137080490.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137080426.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137080426.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137081130.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-04/01/c_137081130.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/31/c_137079102.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/31/c_137079102.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/30/c_137077602.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-03/30/c_137077602.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/china/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/world/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/business/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/culture/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/sports/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/sci
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/health/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/entertainment
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/asiapacific/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/list/World-americas.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/europe
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/africa
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/list/World-organizations.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/northamerica/index.htm
http://english.gov.cn/services/investment
http://english.gov.cn/services/doingbusiness
http://english.gov.cn/services/workinchina
http://english.gov.cn/services/studyinchina
http://english.gov.cn/services/visitchina
http://english.gov.cn/services/liveinchina
http://english.gov.cn/services/2014/09/02/content_281474985233720.htm
http://www.cma.gov.cn/en2014
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/photo
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/video/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/indepth/index.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/special
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2017-04/19/c_136220748.htm



