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“I’ve never restored a marine forest before,” says Jose Koechlin, who at 71 is proof that you can

most definitely teach an old dog new tricks. He flashes a naughty smile as he describes how they’re

attaching the seaweed to a massive “sausage” on the ocean floor, which “as an added bonus will

also destroy illegal fishing nets” off the coast of Cabo Blanco, a remote part of northern Peru that

was once the greatest game-fishing destination on the planet.

The kelp forest, Koechlin hopes, will restore the ecosystem and lure the marlin back. Since

acquiring the land in 2010, Inkaterra — the hotel company Koechlin founded in 1975 — has spent

$10 million without so much as laying a foundation. Instead, he’s been conducting marine

inventories, petitioning the government to declare Peru’s first ever marine reserve and restoring

Miss Texas (the boat Ernest Hemingway fished on in the 1950s).

“Why?” I ask. “Why not?” he says in his gentle, grandfatherly voice. “If you had access to an ocean

which holds 70 percent of Peru’s marine biodiversity, a mega fauna breeding ground for orcas,

whales and tuna which is also tied up with Hemingway and The Old Man and the Sea, you would

do the same.”

Koechlin, a born-and-bred Peruvian, became an eco-warrior long before people talked about “going

green.” At 11, a school trip to the Amazon left a lasting impression, which was rekindled when he

met the German filmmaker Werner Herzog in Lima in the 1970s. They decided to collaborate, a

plan that would kick-start both men’s careers when Koechlin produced Herzog’s 1972 classic

Aguirre, The Wrath of God, followed a decade later by Fitzcarraldo.

Drawn by the films’ otherworldly depictions of wild Peru, what had once been a trickle of tourists

to the country began to swell and, in 1975, Koechlin launched Inkaterra in the hopes of bringing

wealth to rural Peruvians — without destroying the environment through mining or logging. His

first lodge was built on a concession in a remote patch of rain forest next to the Madre de Dios

River using native techniques and materials. Today the company runs seven hotels in Peru,

catering to more than 220,000 visitors each year.

Three years after launching Inkaterra, Koechlin sponsored a team of researchers to produce the

company’s first flora and fauna inventories. The scientists quickly realized they had unearthed one

of the planet’s greatest biodiversity hot spots, prompting further research and conservation

projects. Since that initial inventory, according to the company website, “a total of 814 bird

species, 365 ants, 313 butterflies and over 100 mammals have been inventoried within hotel

grounds and surroundings. 28 species new to science have been described: 19 orchids, 5

amphibians, 1 butterfly, 2 bromeliads and 1 tropical vine.”

“It’s not about being green,” says Koechlin. “It’s about keeping our main asset intact. Nature is our

main asset, and to quantify our assets, to be able to measure our impact, we do inventories … just

like any business.” The only difference is that his ledgers contain numbers of species. “Koechlin is

looking so far ahead that he’s leapfrogged our generation and the next,” says Carlos Loret de Mola,

former head of Peru’s environmental authority.

Koechlin and his wife, Denise, who makes many of the aesthetic decisions at Inkaterra properties,

know a thing or two about hospitality too. La Casona, a restored 16th-century manor house in

Cusco, a city in the Andes, is one of the most gorgeous places I’ve ever stayed, with original murals

and pre-Colombian textiles decorating each suite. The Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel has the world’s

largest native orchid collection — and waterfalls.

I ask Koechlin how he feels about charging guests $300 per night in a country where the average

daily wage is $17. “I’m running a business,” he says. “High-end tourism allows me to maximize

profits and minimize environmental impact.” What’s more, he says Inkaterra has employed more

than 4,000 locals and spawned an industry.

But the issue, says Roberto Ochoa, international editor of La Republica newspaper, is not the price

of Koechlin’s rooms; it’s that he cannot compete with Peru’s $2.6 billion-a-year illegal gold-mining

industry. When Koechlin started more than 40 years ago, he was helped by the fact there were

hardly any people in Madre de Dios (the Amazon covers 60 percent of the country but is home to

just 5 percent of its population). In 2012, the Interoceanic Highway opened the region by linking

Peru and Brazil — with dire consequences for the environment.

Koechlin has no time for grudges (“The miners

and loggers don’t know the damage they’re

doing”), but he is doing everything he can to

present them with a viable alternative. Part of

that effort includes teaming up with longtime

collaborators like the Smithsonian Institute to

try to establish a 192,000-acre sustainable

development corridor — a strip of land without

mining or logging where animals can move

freely between two larger conservation areas.

He describes the project as “much bigger than

a hotel” and knows that its success rests on

convincing both locals and outsiders that it will

provide a sustainable source of income. Both

Loret de Mola and Ochoa are amazed that

Koechlin has even managed to get the miners

(including Luis Otsuka, the governor of the

region and a self-confessed illegal miner) to

come to the table.

Keeping them at the table is another matter — and it might depend on Koechlin’s most paradigm-

shifting plan yet. He’s currently looking into partnering with a legitimate mining company to open a

trial mine on Inkaterra property. If he can prove that concentrated mining activities using high-

tech equipment can yield higher profits than the destructive shallow mining favored by illegals, he

might just help save his beloved Amazon. It won’t be easy, but for a man described by a current

employee as “some sort of a charmer,” Koechlin still has a few tricks up his sleeve.
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“I’ve never restored a marine forest before,” says Jose Koechlin, who at 71 is proof that you can

most definitely teach an old dog new tricks. He flashes a naughty smile as he describes how they’re

attaching the seaweed to a massive “sausage” on the ocean floor, which “as an added bonus will

also destroy illegal fishing nets” off the coast of Cabo Blanco, a remote part of northern Peru that

was once the greatest game-fishing destination on the planet.

The kelp forest, Koechlin hopes, will restore the ecosystem and lure the marlin back. Since

acquiring the land in 2010, Inkaterra — the hotel company Koechlin founded in 1975 — has spent

$10 million without so much as laying a foundation. Instead, he’s been conducting marine

inventories, petitioning the government to declare Peru’s first ever marine reserve and restoring

Miss Texas (the boat Ernest Hemingway fished on in the 1950s).

“Why?” I ask. “Why not?” he says in his gentle, grandfatherly voice. “If you had access to an ocean

which holds 70 percent of Peru’s marine biodiversity, a mega fauna breeding ground for orcas,

whales and tuna which is also tied up with Hemingway and The Old Man and the Sea, you would

do the same.”

Koechlin, a born-and-bred Peruvian, became an eco-warrior long before people talked about “going

green.” At 11, a school trip to the Amazon left a lasting impression, which was rekindled when he

met the German filmmaker Werner Herzog in Lima in the 1970s. They decided to collaborate, a

plan that would kick-start both men’s careers when Koechlin produced Herzog’s 1972 classic

Aguirre, The Wrath of God, followed a decade later by Fitzcarraldo.

Drawn by the films’ otherworldly depictions of wild Peru, what had once been a trickle of tourists

to the country began to swell and, in 1975, Koechlin launched Inkaterra in the hopes of bringing

wealth to rural Peruvians — without destroying the environment through mining or logging. His

first lodge was built on a concession in a remote patch of rain forest next to the Madre de Dios

River using native techniques and materials. Today the company runs seven hotels in Peru,

catering to more than 220,000 visitors each year.

Three years after launching Inkaterra, Koechlin sponsored a team of researchers to produce the

company’s first flora and fauna inventories. The scientists quickly realized they had unearthed one

of the planet’s greatest biodiversity hot spots, prompting further research and conservation

projects. Since that initial inventory, according to the company website, “a total of 814 bird

species, 365 ants, 313 butterflies and over 100 mammals have been inventoried within hotel

grounds and surroundings. 28 species new to science have been described: 19 orchids, 5

amphibians, 1 butterfly, 2 bromeliads and 1 tropical vine.”

“It’s not about being green,” says Koechlin. “It’s about keeping our main asset intact. Nature is our

main asset, and to quantify our assets, to be able to measure our impact, we do inventories … just

like any business.” The only difference is that his ledgers contain numbers of species. “Koechlin is

looking so far ahead that he’s leapfrogged our generation and the next,” says Carlos Loret de Mola,

former head of Peru’s environmental authority.

Koechlin and his wife, Denise, who makes many of the aesthetic decisions at Inkaterra properties,

know a thing or two about hospitality too. La Casona, a restored 16th-century manor house in

Cusco, a city in the Andes, is one of the most gorgeous places I’ve ever stayed, with original murals

and pre-Colombian textiles decorating each suite. The Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel has the world’s

largest native orchid collection — and waterfalls.

I ask Koechlin how he feels about charging guests $300 per night in a country where the average

daily wage is $17. “I’m running a business,” he says. “High-end tourism allows me to maximize

profits and minimize environmental impact.” What’s more, he says Inkaterra has employed more

than 4,000 locals and spawned an industry.

But the issue, says Roberto Ochoa, international editor of La Republica newspaper, is not the price

of Koechlin’s rooms; it’s that he cannot compete with Peru’s $2.6 billion-a-year illegal gold-mining

industry. When Koechlin started more than 40 years ago, he was helped by the fact there were

hardly any people in Madre de Dios (the Amazon covers 60 percent of the country but is home to

just 5 percent of its population). In 2012, the Interoceanic Highway opened the region by linking

Peru and Brazil — with dire consequences for the environment.

Koechlin has no time for grudges (“The miners

and loggers don’t know the damage they’re

doing”), but he is doing everything he can to

present them with a viable alternative. Part of

that effort includes teaming up with longtime

collaborators like the Smithsonian Institute to

try to establish a 192,000-acre sustainable

development corridor — a strip of land without

mining or logging where animals can move

freely between two larger conservation areas.

He describes the project as “much bigger than

a hotel” and knows that its success rests on

convincing both locals and outsiders that it will

provide a sustainable source of income. Both

Loret de Mola and Ochoa are amazed that

Koechlin has even managed to get the miners

(including Luis Otsuka, the governor of the

region and a self-confessed illegal miner) to

come to the table.

Keeping them at the table is another matter — and it might depend on Koechlin’s most paradigm-

shifting plan yet. He’s currently looking into partnering with a legitimate mining company to open a

trial mine on Inkaterra property. If he can prove that concentrated mining activities using high-

tech equipment can yield higher profits than the destructive shallow mining favored by illegals, he

might just help save his beloved Amazon. It won’t be easy, but for a man described by a current

employee as “some sort of a charmer,” Koechlin still has a few tricks up his sleeve.

Nick Dall, OZY Author

Because 28 new species have been discovered on his properties. So far …
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“I’ve never restored a marine forest before,” says Jose Koechlin, who at 71 is proof that you can

most definitely teach an old dog new tricks. He flashes a naughty smile as he describes how they’re

attaching the seaweed to a massive “sausage” on the ocean floor, which “as an added bonus will

also destroy illegal fishing nets” off the coast of Cabo Blanco, a remote part of northern Peru that

was once the greatest game-fishing destination on the planet.

The kelp forest, Koechlin hopes, will restore the ecosystem and lure the marlin back. Since

acquiring the land in 2010, Inkaterra — the hotel company Koechlin founded in 1975 — has spent

$10 million without so much as laying a foundation. Instead, he’s been conducting marine

inventories, petitioning the government to declare Peru’s first ever marine reserve and restoring

Miss Texas (the boat Ernest Hemingway fished on in the 1950s).

“Why?” I ask. “Why not?” he says in his gentle, grandfatherly voice. “If you had access to an ocean

which holds 70 percent of Peru’s marine biodiversity, a mega fauna breeding ground for orcas,

whales and tuna which is also tied up with Hemingway and The Old Man and the Sea, you would

do the same.”

Koechlin, a born-and-bred Peruvian, became an eco-warrior long before people talked about “going

green.” At 11, a school trip to the Amazon left a lasting impression, which was rekindled when he

met the German filmmaker Werner Herzog in Lima in the 1970s. They decided to collaborate, a

plan that would kick-start both men’s careers when Koechlin produced Herzog’s 1972 classic

Aguirre, The Wrath of God, followed a decade later by Fitzcarraldo.

Drawn by the films’ otherworldly depictions of wild Peru, what had once been a trickle of tourists

to the country began to swell and, in 1975, Koechlin launched Inkaterra in the hopes of bringing

wealth to rural Peruvians — without destroying the environment through mining or logging. His

first lodge was built on a concession in a remote patch of rain forest next to the Madre de Dios

River using native techniques and materials. Today the company runs seven hotels in Peru,

catering to more than 220,000 visitors each year.

Three years after launching Inkaterra, Koechlin sponsored a team of researchers to produce the

company’s first flora and fauna inventories. The scientists quickly realized they had unearthed one

of the planet’s greatest biodiversity hot spots, prompting further research and conservation

projects. Since that initial inventory, according to the company website, “a total of 814 bird

species, 365 ants, 313 butterflies and over 100 mammals have been inventoried within hotel

grounds and surroundings. 28 species new to science have been described: 19 orchids, 5

amphibians, 1 butterfly, 2 bromeliads and 1 tropical vine.”

“It’s not about being green,” says Koechlin. “It’s about keeping our main asset intact. Nature is our

main asset, and to quantify our assets, to be able to measure our impact, we do inventories … just

like any business.” The only difference is that his ledgers contain numbers of species. “Koechlin is

looking so far ahead that he’s leapfrogged our generation and the next,” says Carlos Loret de Mola,

former head of Peru’s environmental authority.

Koechlin and his wife, Denise, who makes many of the aesthetic decisions at Inkaterra properties,

know a thing or two about hospitality too. La Casona, a restored 16th-century manor house in

Cusco, a city in the Andes, is one of the most gorgeous places I’ve ever stayed, with original murals

and pre-Colombian textiles decorating each suite. The Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel has the world’s

largest native orchid collection — and waterfalls.

I ask Koechlin how he feels about charging guests $300 per night in a country where the average

daily wage is $17. “I’m running a business,” he says. “High-end tourism allows me to maximize

profits and minimize environmental impact.” What’s more, he says Inkaterra has employed more

than 4,000 locals and spawned an industry.

But the issue, says Roberto Ochoa, international editor of La Republica newspaper, is not the price

of Koechlin’s rooms; it’s that he cannot compete with Peru’s $2.6 billion-a-year illegal gold-mining

industry. When Koechlin started more than 40 years ago, he was helped by the fact there were

hardly any people in Madre de Dios (the Amazon covers 60 percent of the country but is home to

just 5 percent of its population). In 2012, the Interoceanic Highway opened the region by linking

Peru and Brazil — with dire consequences for the environment.

Koechlin has no time for grudges (“The miners

and loggers don’t know the damage they’re

doing”), but he is doing everything he can to

present them with a viable alternative. Part of

that effort includes teaming up with longtime

collaborators like the Smithsonian Institute to

try to establish a 192,000-acre sustainable

development corridor — a strip of land without

mining or logging where animals can move

freely between two larger conservation areas.

He describes the project as “much bigger than

a hotel” and knows that its success rests on

convincing both locals and outsiders that it will

provide a sustainable source of income. Both

Loret de Mola and Ochoa are amazed that

Koechlin has even managed to get the miners

(including Luis Otsuka, the governor of the

region and a self-confessed illegal miner) to

come to the table.

Keeping them at the table is another matter — and it might depend on Koechlin’s most paradigm-

shifting plan yet. He’s currently looking into partnering with a legitimate mining company to open a

trial mine on Inkaterra property. If he can prove that concentrated mining activities using high-

tech equipment can yield higher profits than the destructive shallow mining favored by illegals, he

might just help save his beloved Amazon. It won’t be easy, but for a man described by a current

employee as “some sort of a charmer,” Koechlin still has a few tricks up his sleeve.

Nick Dall, OZY Author

Because 28 new species have been discovered on his properties. So far …

By Nick Dall

The Inkaterra Hacienda Urubamba in Valle Sagrado

SOURCE COURTESY OF INKATERRA

KOECHLIN IS LOOKING SO FAR AHEAD THAT
HE’S LEAPFROGGED OUR GENERATION AND
THE NEXT.

CARLOS LORET DE MOLA, FORMER HEAD OF PERU’S ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORITY

The Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel

SOURCE COURTESY OF INKATERRA

Jose Koechlin

SOURCE COURTESY OF INKATERRA

6 Comments Sort by

Lana Cher · New Westminster, British Columbia

wow ­ what refreshing reading ­ thanks to the writer for sharing and educating readers about the encouraging
earth positive actions by Mr. Koechlin over the decades in so many important vital areas ­ here's to continued
successes..!

Like · Reply · 23 hrs

Deborah Percival

And now I have a new hero. Thank you Mr. Koechlin. You are a true inspiration

Like · Reply ·  4 · Jul 14, 2017 5:39am

Bruce Lozito

My new hero as well. What an amazing example for an entrepreneur to set for others. Thank you!

Like · Reply ·  1 · Jul 14, 2017 8:43pm

Samantha Berg · Rice University

What an incredible man!! The world is a better place because he is in it

Like · Reply ·  1 · Jul 14, 2017 8:16pm

JC Wandemberg · New Mexico State University

The world needs more people like Jose Koechlin!

Like · Reply ·  1 · Jul 15, 2017 10:08pm

Facebook Comments Plugin

Top

Add a comment...

Load 1 more comment

TOP 5 FOR YOU
#2 POLITICS & POWER

Can Scott Pruitt Change the Climate of
the EPA?

#3 FLASHBACK

The Grisly Murder That Haunts Earth
Day

#4 PROVOCATEURS

The Texan Saving Cape Town's Wildcats

#5 IMMODEST PROPOSAL

The Great Golf Debate: To Turf or Not
to Turf?

People shaking up their fields, old dogs doing new tricks, and those who like to bring the ruckus.

MORE FROM PROVOCATEURS

OZY PROVOCATEURS

The Married Couple Making the World's Finest Sex Dolls
Sinthetics is run by a husband-and-wife team who work with clients to custom-design perfect, eerily

human companions.

This Man's Forum Gives a Voice to Nigeria's Feisty
Millennials

He’s created the largest youth blogging platform in
Nigeria, a country where freedom of expression isn’t so

free.

Here's Why They Call Her the Abortion Hacker
She left her job at an abortion clinic to found a

hackathon where coders build apps to make access to
services easier. 

Urban Beasts and Where to Find Them
Professor Colleen Downs’ band of postgrad students is
studying more than a dozen species — in and around a

city of 4 million people.

MOST POPULAR ON OZY

Comey, Russia, Health Care …
What Trump Voters Think Now

Here is what your neighbors are thinking.

How I Caught a Contract Killer
Being on the trail of a contract killer nicknamed “the

Iceman” was about as chilling as it sounds, but
someone had to do it.

POV
The Clinton Accuser Who Could Bring Down
Trump
Donald Trump brought Paula Jones into the
campaign spotlight in 2016, but her case could
come back to haunt his presidency.

POV

Bigger Than Brexit? The U.K. Electorate
Shocks the World … Again
Yesterday’s U.K. election was more turbulent
than anyone expected. And the fun is only just
beginning.

POLITICS & POWER
The Most Powerful First Daughter of All
Time Was Not Ivanka Trump
Anna Roosevelt practically ran the country in
FDR’s final year.

LISTEN EACH MORNING

GET CAUGHT UP
WITH THE PRESIDENTIAL DAILY BRIEF 

YOUR DAILY FIX

VAULT AHEAD
WITH THE DAILY DOSE 

STAY INTERESTING.
25M PEOPLE AND GROWING

| | | |

© OZY 2017 Terms & Conditions

THE WEEK ON OZY ABOUT OZY MEET THE TEAM JOBS @ OZY ADVERTISE ON OZY

Brazil's Hidden Paradise of a Thousand Waterfalls

GOOD SH*T#1

PROVOCATEURS

WHY YOU SHOULD CARE

PROVOCATEURS

PROVOCATEURS PROVOCATEURS PROVOCATEURS

In China, Your Nurse Might
Soon Be a Robot

HELPING HAND

Roger Federer Wins Record
Eighth Wimbledon Title

CRAZY EIGHT

Cheap Flights Are Booming in
Asia. Can Airports Keep Up?

FAST FORWARD

Move Over, Hedge Funds.
Here's Where the Megarich

Stash Their Cash

ACUMEN

THE INBOX
THINK OUTSIDE

Get the important stories,
told nowhere else.

POLITICS & POWER TRUE STORY

OZY TERMS & CONDITIONS

Enter your email here

54
SHARES

FACEBOOK TWITTER COPY LINK EMAIL

HOME NEWS MAGAZINE VIDEO OZY FEST SIGN UP

http://www5.smartadserver.com/click?imgid=19352325&insid=6920215&pgid=535489&uid=5764763729273734420&tgt=%24dt%3D1t%3Bsubscribed%3Dnull%3Bignored%3Dnull%3Bfblike%3Dnull%3Btopic%3Dscience_and_environment%3Btopic%3Dsouth_america%3Btopic%3Dclimate_change%3Btopic%3Dconservation%3Btopic%3Dforests%3Btopic%3Dperu%3Btopic%3Dthe_americas%3Btagid%3Dsas_78691_1%3Barticleid%3D78691%3Bslotpos%3D1%3Bslotposseq%3D1%3Barticlepos%3D1%3B%24hc&systgt=%24qc%3D1314281383%3B%24ql%3Dhigh%3B%24qpc%3Dgl1%3B%24qpp%3D0%3B%24qt%3D78_824_4742t%3B%24dma%3D0%3B%24b%3D14999%3B%24o%3D11061&pgDomain=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ozy.com%2Fprovocateurs%2Fperus-71-year-old-hotelier-is-finding-new-ways-to-save-the-amazon%2F78691&go=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ozy.com%2Ftopic%2Fcrossed-wires
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
mailto:?subject=Peru's 71-Year-Old Hotelier Is Finding New Ways to Save the Amazon&body=Not content with four decades of conservation work on land, Jos� Koechlin is setting his sights on the ocean. http://www.ozy.com/provocateurs/perus-71-year-old-hotelier-is-finding-new-ways-to-save-the-amazon/78691#img111100%0A%0ADon't forget to Sign up for OZY emails (http://www.ozy.com/emailsignup) or Like OZY on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/Ozy).


PERU'S 71-YEAR-OLD HOTELIER IS FINDING
NEW WAYS TO SAVE THE AMAZON

54
SHARES

THE DAILY DOSE JUL 14 2017

“I’ve never restored a marine forest before,” says Jose Koechlin, who at 71 is proof that you can

most definitely teach an old dog new tricks. He flashes a naughty smile as he describes how they’re

attaching the seaweed to a massive “sausage” on the ocean floor, which “as an added bonus will

also destroy illegal fishing nets” off the coast of Cabo Blanco, a remote part of northern Peru that

was once the greatest game-fishing destination on the planet.

The kelp forest, Koechlin hopes, will restore the ecosystem and lure the marlin back. Since

acquiring the land in 2010, Inkaterra — the hotel company Koechlin founded in 1975 — has spent

$10 million without so much as laying a foundation. Instead, he’s been conducting marine

inventories, petitioning the government to declare Peru’s first ever marine reserve and restoring

Miss Texas (the boat Ernest Hemingway fished on in the 1950s).

“Why?” I ask. “Why not?” he says in his gentle, grandfatherly voice. “If you had access to an ocean

which holds 70 percent of Peru’s marine biodiversity, a mega fauna breeding ground for orcas,

whales and tuna which is also tied up with Hemingway and The Old Man and the Sea, you would

do the same.”

Koechlin, a born-and-bred Peruvian, became an eco-warrior long before people talked about “going

green.” At 11, a school trip to the Amazon left a lasting impression, which was rekindled when he

met the German filmmaker Werner Herzog in Lima in the 1970s. They decided to collaborate, a

plan that would kick-start both men’s careers when Koechlin produced Herzog’s 1972 classic

Aguirre, The Wrath of God, followed a decade later by Fitzcarraldo.

Drawn by the films’ otherworldly depictions of wild Peru, what had once been a trickle of tourists

to the country began to swell and, in 1975, Koechlin launched Inkaterra in the hopes of bringing

wealth to rural Peruvians — without destroying the environment through mining or logging. His

first lodge was built on a concession in a remote patch of rain forest next to the Madre de Dios

River using native techniques and materials. Today the company runs seven hotels in Peru,

catering to more than 220,000 visitors each year.

Three years after launching Inkaterra, Koechlin sponsored a team of researchers to produce the

company’s first flora and fauna inventories. The scientists quickly realized they had unearthed one

of the planet’s greatest biodiversity hot spots, prompting further research and conservation

projects. Since that initial inventory, according to the company website, “a total of 814 bird

species, 365 ants, 313 butterflies and over 100 mammals have been inventoried within hotel

grounds and surroundings. 28 species new to science have been described: 19 orchids, 5

amphibians, 1 butterfly, 2 bromeliads and 1 tropical vine.”

“It’s not about being green,” says Koechlin. “It’s about keeping our main asset intact. Nature is our

main asset, and to quantify our assets, to be able to measure our impact, we do inventories … just

like any business.” The only difference is that his ledgers contain numbers of species. “Koechlin is

looking so far ahead that he’s leapfrogged our generation and the next,” says Carlos Loret de Mola,

former head of Peru’s environmental authority.

Koechlin and his wife, Denise, who makes many of the aesthetic decisions at Inkaterra properties,

know a thing or two about hospitality too. La Casona, a restored 16th-century manor house in

Cusco, a city in the Andes, is one of the most gorgeous places I’ve ever stayed, with original murals

and pre-Colombian textiles decorating each suite. The Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel has the world’s

largest native orchid collection — and waterfalls.

I ask Koechlin how he feels about charging guests $300 per night in a country where the average

daily wage is $17. “I’m running a business,” he says. “High-end tourism allows me to maximize

profits and minimize environmental impact.” What’s more, he says Inkaterra has employed more

than 4,000 locals and spawned an industry.

But the issue, says Roberto Ochoa, international editor of La Republica newspaper, is not the price

of Koechlin’s rooms; it’s that he cannot compete with Peru’s $2.6 billion-a-year illegal gold-mining

industry. When Koechlin started more than 40 years ago, he was helped by the fact there were

hardly any people in Madre de Dios (the Amazon covers 60 percent of the country but is home to

just 5 percent of its population). In 2012, the Interoceanic Highway opened the region by linking

Peru and Brazil — with dire consequences for the environment.

Koechlin has no time for grudges (“The miners

and loggers don’t know the damage they’re

doing”), but he is doing everything he can to

present them with a viable alternative. Part of

that effort includes teaming up with longtime

collaborators like the Smithsonian Institute to

try to establish a 192,000-acre sustainable

development corridor — a strip of land without

mining or logging where animals can move

freely between two larger conservation areas.

He describes the project as “much bigger than

a hotel” and knows that its success rests on

convincing both locals and outsiders that it will

provide a sustainable source of income. Both

Loret de Mola and Ochoa are amazed that

Koechlin has even managed to get the miners

(including Luis Otsuka, the governor of the

region and a self-confessed illegal miner) to

come to the table.

Keeping them at the table is another matter — and it might depend on Koechlin’s most paradigm-

shifting plan yet. He’s currently looking into partnering with a legitimate mining company to open a

trial mine on Inkaterra property. If he can prove that concentrated mining activities using high-

tech equipment can yield higher profits than the destructive shallow mining favored by illegals, he

might just help save his beloved Amazon. It won’t be easy, but for a man described by a current

employee as “some sort of a charmer,” Koechlin still has a few tricks up his sleeve.

Nick Dall, OZY Author

Because 28 new species have been discovered on his properties. So far …

By Nick Dall

The Inkaterra Hacienda Urubamba in Valle Sagrado
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