Culture, cuisine,
or even cheetahs?

I It’s time to plan your 2016 adventures. Sarah Marshall suggests holiday hotspots for the year ahead
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BEST FOR CULTURE
Stratford-Upon-Avon, War-
wickshire

Even after several een-
turies, Shakespeare’s plays
continue to impress and en-
tertain audiences worldwide
with hisworkstranslated into
morethanys languages. This
year though,attention willbe
firmly focused on his birth-
place Stratford-upon-Avon,
marking the 4ooth anniver-
sary of his death on April 23
with a seriesofnew openings
and special exhibitions.

Learn about Shake-
speare’s personal life through
artefactsondisplay atare-im-
agining of his former family
home, New Place, where he
lived forthe last 19 yearsofhis
life and wrote 26 majorworks.
The new attraction has been
billed as the single most sig-
nificant projeet tocommemo-
rate the playwright's legacy.

The Royal Shakespeare
Company (RSC) will be stag-
ing productions through-
out the year, along with a
new discovery tour, Page To
Stage. giving a behind the
scenes look at the famous
playhouse and an opportu-
nity to look inside the RSC’s

store of 30,000 costumes.
Visit shakespeares-england.
co.uk/shakespeare-2016 for
more information.

BEST FOR SAFARI
Botswana

Excellent wildlife sight-
ings, a commitment to con-
servation and a good range of’
luxury accommodation op-
tions make Botswana a top
safari destination. On Sep-
tember 30, the country will
celebrate 50 years of inde-
pendence, prompting Lone-
ly Planet to declare it the
number one destination to
visitin 2016.

Africa specialist, The Ulti-
mate Travel Company (www.
theultimatetravelcompany.
co.uk; 020 3051 8098) tailor-
make a one-week luxury sa-
farifrom £7,515pp, with three
nights at Duba Plains, fol-
lowed by two nights at Khwai
River Lodge and two nightsat
Eagle Island River Lodge. In-
cludesmeals, activities, trans-
fers and flights from London.

BEST FOR ADVENTURE
Peru

Capitalcity Limahasalive-
ly gourmet scene and hoasts
some of the continent’s top
restaurants; experiment
with flavours at award win-

ning Lentral (centrairestau-
rante.com.pe/en/), where the
menu is based on ingredients
foraged from Perusdifferent
altitudes, or sample national
dish ceviche (raw fish cured
in citrus juice) at luneh only
restaurant Chez Wong (face-
book.com/ChezJavierWong).

Ineacitadel Machu Pieehu
isundoubtedly one of Peru’s
highlights,with passesfor the
popular Inca Trail selling out
monthsin advance.

Tourists now have more
comfortableoptionsforastay
in the Sacred Valley, allowing
them time to acclimatise to
higher altitudes and enjoy
the scenery. Last year, [nka-
Lerra opened the Hacienda
Urubamba and in August Ex-
plora will launch new prop-
erty Valle Sagrado on the site
ofan ancient corn plantation.
Both can be reached by road
from Cuseo.

The Ultimate Travel
Company (www.theultima-
tetravelecompany.co.uk; o2o
30518098) offers a 10-day pri-
vate Highlights Of Peru tour
visiting Lima, Cusco and the
Sacred Valley from £3,125pp
- saving £1,540 per couple if
booked by February 29. In-
cludes direct BA flights from
London.



BESTFORFOODIES
San Sebastian, Spain

As the European Capital
of Culture 20186, this eity in
northern Spain will host a se-
riesof talks, exhibitions and
events throughout the year.
(See dssa2o16.eu/en/ for a full
programme.)

But the main draw contin-
ues to be the fantastic range
of restaurants and bars avail-
able, many of which regularly
appearin The World's Best 50
Restaurants list.

Spend aweekend sampling
some of the 200 pinxto bars
in the Old Town, serving the
Basque versionoftapas,orin-
corporate the city into awider
itinerary.

Pura Aventura (pura-aven-
tura.com) is running a new
10-night Basque Foodie Ad-
venture, visiting producers
and sampling products from
the coast to the highlands.

Highlights include a vis-
it to millennia-old saltpans,
where harvesters collect salt
for Michelin-starred chefs, a
pintxo making class in Pam-
plona, and a visit to the hal-
lowed San Sebastian supper
club, the Gastronomie Soecie-
ty. Prices start from £1,995pp
(two sharing) ineluding sev-
eral meals, guides and excur-
sions. Flights to Bilbao are
extra.



