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- The new Inkaterra Hacienda Urubamba in Pery
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America

carla hunt

Any timeis & good time for an update on new products in Latin
Amedcan countries, Why? Check out these figures: Nicaragua
continuas to be haiied as the “new Costa Rica"; Colormbia's good
noticas are axpanding touring peyond Carlagena and Bogota;
Ecuadar’s teurism numbers grew by 14 percent iast year; Brazil's
by 10.6 percent; and Chilg’s by .3 percent. Zenu, meanwhie, is
earning accclades for great wilderness comforts and awarg-winning
culinary treats.

up in the air

Tne LATAM Airlines Group [atamaidinesgrous. com) continues

to expand air service, connecting the U.S. to South Amarica, most
recantly from Orlands, Florida to Brazil and Peru. The groug's TAM
Alrlines has inauaurated caily fights between Oriando and Brasilia;
fights on this route use the madern Baeing 787-300ER aircraft,
LAN Peru, meanwhile, introduced daity nonstop fights betwaen
Qriando ana Lima, coerating with Arcus A312 gircralt on the first
ever service connecting these two destinations,

JetBlue [=lbiue.com) plans to launch daly service between Fort
Lauderdale ang Quito, starting the first quarter of 20186. The carner
will use the 150-seat Airbus A320 aircraft on tha route. Expanding
its footprint in South America, JetBlue wil compete wilh TAME,
Ecuador's flag carrer, on thig route.

Delta igelta.com) has filed for regulatory aporoval to move its
Atlarta-Brasiia service 1o new nonstoe fliahts betwesn Orlando and
Brasiia, beginning Dec, 1. Delta expects to serve the twe cities with
four waekly flights we

Copan, a Mayan city state in Honduras, and ita nearby town of

sopan Ruinas, are now connected to the res: of the country by
ar senvice INte the new Rio Amarillo Copar Ruinas Intermaticnal
Airpod. CM Aidines (cmairings.com) is conrecting San Padro Sula,
Roatan, La Ceiba and Tegucigalpa to Copan, while TAG Airlines
(tag.com.gi] is operating charters from Guatemala.
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tour operator update
In 2816, Tauck {tauck.com) is expanding its Earth Journays
partnership with the award-winning nature documentary fimmakers
at BBC Ezarth to include tnps exploring Costa Rica: an 8-oay Costa
Rica Adventurs; an 8-day Costa Rica Jungies & Rainforests farmily
inp; and an H-day Panama Canal & Costa Hica land/cruise iourney,
incluging a B-night cruise aboard the M/V Tere Moana :hat inciudes
a transt of the Panama Canal. These isumeys are inchaied in Tauck's
"2078 Exotics® collection srochure

Insight Vacations {nsightvacalions.com} is headed to South
America in 2016 with the addition of its pew Luxury Gold' itnerary, tha
12 day Treasures of the Incas, The tour beging in Lima then heads
off to the Sacred Vallay, whers participants meet with locais during
mmersive expenances. Machu Picchu is, of course, on the oaoks, as
iz Cusco, After that, thay board the Andean Explorer and lraverse tha
mounzaing and highlards to armve at Lake Thicaca. Accommiodations
are top-notch and Include Tambo del Inka, a Luxury Collection
Resort & Spa, Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel, El
Convento in Cusco, and Libertador Lake Titicaca

Tara Tours (taratours.com), meanwhile, deputed its &8-day Cosia
Rica on a Budget tour earlier this vear that vists San Jose, Aeral
and the Guanacaste area, with accomimodatons one night al
Volcano Lodge, with great views of 1ne volcano

new hotels
Brand naw 1o Buanos Alres is tha boulique Tango de Mayo Hotel
itango-hotel.com.ar}, locaten down the steeet from Argentina's
executive mansion, Casa Rosada, and within walking distance of
the Colon Theater, Bulltin 1813 and restored to its original Art Deco
splender, Tango de Mayo has 59 themed rcoms, including ore
590-2q.-1t. Tangs Suite, with s own jacuzz. Guest amenities inciude
complimentary braakiast and WiFl, and the Zoral Restaurant senving
Mediterransan-inspired Argentine cuising.

Alsc in Buenos Alres, the S2-guestroom Anselmo Buenos
Aires is now part of the Curio Collection by Hilton oortfaio
[curiocollection3.hilton.com). The propedty, which was converted from
& portion of a historic mansion in 1806, s situated in the neart of San
lelma and offers upscaie restaurant and bar conceots.

Ir Peru, everyong's lalikng acout tha new Inkaterra Hacienda
Urubamba {nkaterra.com), now open in the Sacred Valley of
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the Incas betwean Cusco ard Machu Picchu. Set on a 100-acre
property, the hacienga has 12 guestrooms, Including a 3-room
Ownars Sute: all rooms have viaws of the valley and surrounding
mountains, Opered this summer are 24 stand-along |uxury
casitas. On-progerty is & 10-acre arganic plantation wiere guasts
are walcome o pick their own proguce. Guesis have access 10

a variety of activitics and excursions, from birdwatening to
norseback nding

I Wruguay, the luxury, 44-room Carmela Resort & Spa (carmealo.
hyatt,comi, nestied on the banks of the Rio de la Plata in Carmelo,
has joinen the Hyatt portfolio, The resar incorporales Asian and
Sauth American daesicn touches, inciuding the use of imported
wocds, al the while maintaining authentic Uruguayan hosaitaiity. The
rasort offers exquisiialy appointed 24 t-leve! suites and 20 detached
villas, and all sccommadations offer a privite terrace for cutdoor
Inina and private dining, as wall as stunning views cf the surrounding
area that nciudes a eucalvptus forest, pine groves, vineyards, and
tha farred Riv de iz Plata:

The hotel boom in Bio de Janaire, which begar: befors the Wornld
Lup soccer gamas in 2014, centinues full spead ahead as the
2618 Summer Qlympics s ust a year away, Maost of the Olympic
vanuas are in the Barra da Tijuca district —farmous for its long white
beaches—and so are a host of new hotels:

The Hilton Barra Rio de Janeiro (hilton.com), which opanad in
April and s e brand's first hotel in Rio, € located five minutes away
from the Clympic Park—guarantsed to be pepular during tha 2016
Summer Olrmopics—and 15 minutas to the best teaches in Bara,
Iha 9-story note! has 288 guestrooms; including exesutive ficor
roams and sultes, while tha roofiop is home to Champagne House.
walcoming cuests o enjoy teverages by he pooi,

Coming to Barra da Tijuca 3 Grand Hyatt Rio de Janeiro
{hyatt.com, due to open lator this year, Locatea beachfront,

e hatel will nave 426 guestrooms (including 42 suites), all with
halconies. Faciities Include thrae restaurants ana a spa, and or the
list of guest sanvcas are beach butlers,

In Costa Rica, AMResorts [amresoris.com is converting the
Hilton Papagayo Cosla Rica Resort & Sga in the CGuanacaste
Panirs.la to an acults-only, £02-sute Secrets Papagayo Resort
& Spa {opening Nov. 11}, ANRaserts’ first oroparty in Cesta Rica,
Dreams Las Mareas, opured in tng same arza late last vear,

In Costa Hica's Areral region, the awaro-winning Nayara Springs
{nayarasprings.comy is putting fingning touches on 24 new ultra
[uxury villas, tucked privately nitc tne rainforast, each with & private
poc, as well as a new yega pavilion and restaurant, January is the
opening manth

Tha newest memoer of tnc Green Pearls group, tha Macaw
Lodge |macawiadge.com), s a model of sustainable caveloprmant
through eeotoarism, for at the hear of the project is consardation
of the scarlet macaw and the prevention of turtner ess of [orests,
Ocoupying the Macaw Ladge Private Forest Reserve in Costa
Rica's Central Pactic regian and surraunded by natural forasts
and botanical garcers, the 2 story ledge has a restauramt anc a
[ounge, as well as sight guestrooms. Additionaly, four cabins with
kitehens and a deck with focking chairs accommodate two o four
guests, Activities range from bird wals and rural community visits
10 horsebacx ridirg and sea <ayaking. Also In Costa Rica, Auberge
Resorts Collection iz now managing Hacienda AltaGracia. a
prand-naw uxury resort ‘ceated in the lush mountains of Perez
Zoledon in the country's sauthern regior. Originally conceved ana
gevelopac as a tamily retreat and coffes farm, this Leading Hotels
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of the World resart has been relbirandad as Haclenda AltaGracia,
an Auberge Resort {alagragia.cr); this marks the brano’s first foray
nte Central America. The property offers 50 hacienda-style casitas
featuring lusn patios and terraces with views of tne San Isidre Valey
and nearby mountains; nustic-elegant decer rooted in rich leathers.
woeods and handeorafiad Costa Rigan artwork; and luxury amenities
including firepiaces, bathtuts and a butler's pantry.

expedition cruising

For next vear, Un-Cruise Adventures (un-cuisa.com) has two new
cruises in Latin Amaerica: the week-long Sioths. Mankeys & Mangrovias
tinarary that salis on the 64-guest Safari Voyager between Sar Jose,
Costa Rica and Panama City, and includes jungle hikes, watersports,
and z full Panama Canal transit; and the 10-day Unegualed Ecuador,
which includes a 2-day tour of Quito and a week-long cruise n tha
Galapagos lslands aboard tha 48-gues! La Pinta,

Gruising from lquitas, Peau on B-night exploratons of the Peruvian
Amazan, the 44-passerger Amazon Discovery will dabut in October,
This newest membar of Haimark’s (halmarktravel.com; luxury fleet of
rivar cruisers is fitted with 22 stateroems, ranging from 237 to 587 4,
it. There's also an open-deck with smal poo!, the Andes dining room
and the Rainforest Spa.

Metropolitan Touring (metrooolitan-touring.comy is metiring
the B0-passanger Santa Cruz, and infroducing hes madern luxury
successor, lhe 90-passenger Santa Cruz I, dua to sat safl In the
Galapagos Islands Ot 1. The new vesse! will feature modern and
spacious common areas, 36 connecting cating (50 cabins in all and
all with large winoows), dining areas indoors and out. an alegant bar
ard lounge, 2 wel-stocked library, and kayaks. Santa Cruz I will sall

on 4-. 5- anc 8-night itineraries. ®
3 Y
=Tara Tours = (=)

Custom made itineraries for Individuals & Groups
CENTRAL & SQLITH AMERICA

august 2015 47






