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The Seven Best Eco Resorts
An eco-f riendly vacat ion doesn’t  have to mean camping. More hote ls are taking
ext raordinary measures to balance sustainability and luxury – stay at  these green hote ls
with a clear conscience

Vis it Soneva Kiri in Koh Kut, Thailand for tree-top dining and infinity pools

There’s no ignoring t he f act  t hat  visit ing remote dest inat ions has a big environmental impact . Global
air t ravel account s f or two percent  of  all human-creat ed CO2 emissions. Consequent ly, ecot ourism
is on t he rise as more of  us look f or ways t o enjoy t raveling, while ensuring we leave something of  a
planet  f or f ut ure generat ions t o enjoy.

An eco-f riendly vacat ion no longer has t o mean sleeping under t ent s in t he middle of  nowhere and
peeing behind a bush. Global hot el chains are increasingly eco-aware, and are t aking ext raordinary
measures t o balance sust ainabilit y and luxury.

These hot els around t he world are going above and beyond wit h t heir sust ainabilit y init iat ives:

Soneva, Koh Kood,Thailand and The Maldives

Soneva luxury resort s in Thailand and t he Maldives subscribe t o SLOW LIFE (Sust ainable-Local-
Organic-Wellness Learning-Inspiring-Fun-Experiences). They work hard t o use sust ainable materials,
recycle wast e, conserve water and preserve ecosyst ems. They work wit h organizat ions such
as Whole World Water t o reduce t he need f or water in plast ic bot t les, and include eco f eatures like
t ree-t op dining and an eco-den f or children. Prices f or a one-bed villa st art  at  around $1,600 per
night  plus a two per cent  carbon t ax. Celebrit y guest s have included Paul McCart ney and Madonna.

Hot el Skyler, Syracuse, NY

Convert ed f rom a f ormer Jewish t emple, t his at t ract ive 58-room bout ique hot el in t he New York
Universit y Hill dist rict  is only t he t hird US hot el t o achieve a LEED Plat inum rat ing (Leadership in
Energy & Environmental Design cert if icat ion is a badge of  honor in t he US). Using organic f abrics and
low-emissions carpet s and upholst ery, and wit h 20 per cent  of  it s building materials locally sourced,
t he hot el has made every ef f ort  t o reduce it s environmental impact . Heat ing and cooling is provided
by a massive geothermal heat  pump. They hope guest s will play t heir part  by reducing linen and
towel changes, and by dividing t rash in t he room. A King Room cost s around $199 per night .

Proximit y Hot el, Greensboro, NC
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PREVIOUS ART ICLE

The Proximit y is t he f irst  LEED Plat inum cert if ied hot el in t he US, is privat ely owned by f riends
Dennis Quaint ance and Mike Weaver. Their st at ed mission is “To be of  genuine service t o our
Guest s, Fellow St af f  Members, Shareholders, and t he Eart h & Her People.” They have over 70
sust ainable pract ices at  t he propert y including 100 solar panels on t he roof , a geothermal cooling
syst em and ult ra ef f icient  materials meaning t hey use almost  40% less energy t han an average
hotel.  A beaut if ul King Lof t  room cost s around $279 per night .

Stay at Inkaterra in Peru for the trip of a lifetime that also benefits  the neighboring community

 

Inkat erra, Peru 

Inkat erra in Peru was f ounded nearly 40 years ago and has always operat ed on t he principle of
preserving t he count ry’s geography, nature, cust oms and cult ure, while sharing t hem wit h t he world
in a unique and memorable way. Their Machu Picchu Pueblo Hot el was named Most  Excellent  Eco
Resort  by Conde Nast e Johansens. More t han 115,000 visit ors st ay annually at  t he f ive hot els in t he
Amazon, Machu Picchu and Cusco, having t he luxury t rip of  a lif et ime but  simult aneously helping t o
prot ect  t he local environment  and benef it  t he neighboring communit y. A Superior Deluxe room at
t he Machu Picchu Pueblo cost s around $600 per night .

H2Hot el, Calif ornia

In t he hist oric t own of  Healdsburg in t he wine valleys of  Calif ornia, t he H2Hotel holds a LEED Gold
cert if icat ion f or being a high-perf ormance green building. Wit h just  36 ‘eco-chic’ rooms, t he hot el
const ruct ion included recycled materials and a ‘green roof ’ which f ilt ers rainwater. Wit h smart
sensors in rooms and ot her energy-saving f eatures, t he hot el uses 28% less energy t han most
Calif ornian hot els and is designed t o minimize impact  on t he local micro climate. An Eco-King room
cost s around $250 per night .

Bardessono, Yount ville, CA

The Bardenesso is a cont emporary propert y in t he Napa Valley f eaturing 62 luxurious guest  rooms
wit h in-room spa services. The rest aurant  serves local, f arm-f resh ingredient s, and t hey loan carbon
f iber bicycles f or guest s t o explore t he area. The propert y is another LEED Plat inum hot el,
generat ing all it s own energy, and it s homely wooden int eriors come f rom salvaged t rees. Room
sensors det ect  when guest s have lef t  and aut omat ically reduce heat ing, air con and light s, and t hey
use special bathroom f eatures t o reduce water use. A King Spa Suit e cost s around $650 per night .

Lef ay Resort  & Spa, It aly

With a spect acular view f rom t he shores of  Lake Garda, Lef ay Resort  & Spa runs on t he Leali
f amily’s philosophy of  social and environmental responsibilit y. Using renewable energy including
biomass and wind t urbines, water saving and wast e management  init iat ives, plus caref ul supply chain
management  t o reduce supplier miles, and a good social responsibilit y program, t hey check all t he
boxes wit hout  skimping on a luxury experience. A prest ige Junior Suit e cost s around $310 per night .
Celebrit y guest s include George Clooney.

Comment s Let's make the  vo ice  o f 50-somethings heard! Please log in to  post a
comment.
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