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A MAN WITH A VISION

Ecotourism pioneer José Koechlin sets sails to recover the glory days of Cabo Blanco, the cove in
Northern Peru where the standing largest marlins in the history of game fishing were canght.

Few people are aware of the shrine that honors Cabo Blanco inside the Miami
headquarters of the International Game Fish Association, leading authority on
angling pursuits. The monument replicates the majestic 1560-1b black marlin
caught at this cove in Northern Peru, next to a statue of fisherman Alfred

Glassell Jr. and surrounded by his fishing gear.

An oil tycoon and passionate angler, Glassell led an expedition to the Peruvian
tropical sea on April 1951. He sponsored scientists, who warned him of the
chances to find world’s greatest marlin in Cabo Blanco. Glassell arrived with a
team of biologists, oceanographers, sailors, anglers and filmmakers, in search of
the big fish. During the first days he got magnificent catches, authentic monsters
that are evidenced by the pictures published on ‘Sports Illustrated’. A month later
Glassell founded the Cabo Blanco Fishing Club with other American moguls,
and from then on he started to break his own records. On April 7" 1952, he
caught the first marlin to weigh over a thousand pounds (1052-1b). He ordered its
taxidermy and placed the trophy over the club’s chimney, a few steps away from
the bar where Ernest Hemingway would order many shots of whiskey during his
visit to Cabo Blanco in 1956. He had already won the Pulitzer (1953) and the
Nobel (1954) prizes, and was considered American literature’s living legend. Two
years before, on August 4™ 1954, Alfred Glassell Jr. found in Cabo Blanco the
1560-1b Black Marlin, the greatest fish ever caught and one of the oldest sport
records to remain undefeated. Coincidentally, the achievement was filmed by a
Warner Bros. crew that arrived to Cabo Blanco looking for a big catch for the
film adaptation of “The Old Man and the Sea’ (John Sturges, 1958).
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Both Glassell and Hemingway rode the ‘Miss Texas’ when fishing in Cabo
Blanco. This iconic fishing boat was built in 1949 in Nova Scotia, and over 60
years later it has been restored by Inkaterra Hotels as a symbol of a crusade to
recover natural richness in Peru’s tropical sea. The objective is to recover the
reputation Cabo Blanco had during the 1950’s, when it was considered the best
sport fishing destination in the world.

José Koechlin, ecotourism pioneer in Peru and founder of Inkaterra, is leading
this mission. “When I was a kid I used to spend my vacations in Punta Arenas
(Northern Peru), where my uncle Wolfgang von Stein lived. He was one of the
managers at the International Petroleum Company. We would go to the country
or the beach during the weekends, and we used to fish mullets from the shore”,

recalls Mr. Koechlin when explaining his emotional link with this new project.

It’s a cool-breezed morning in La Punta (Lima, Peru) and the sun gently falls
over the ships that surround the Yacht Club. Koechlin walks over Miss Texas’
stern when telling us that about a hundred million people all over the world are
devoted to game fishing. Cabo Blanco is considered a mythic place by all of
them, some kind of Atlantis.

“Sport fishermen invest a lot in their passion. They afford their own sailing
expenses, but they also need support on shore, from people who can help them
prepare rods, baits, etc. In Costa Rica, a country that has an area of
approximately 52000 km® (Madre de Dios region in Peru has 84000 km?), 63
thousand people work directly for this activity. In Los Cabos, Mexico, 23
thousand people make a living of it. In the former $1.6 billion are produced each
year, while $600 million in the latter”, he explains.

The idea is to attract every hardcore fisherman to the Northern coast of Peru,
using the legend of Cabo Blanco as bait. To achieve it the environmental
conditions Cabo Blanco had during the 1950’s must return, so Marlin can be
brought back to its shore, but these shall not be caught by industrial fishing.

“A living marlin is much more valuable than one filleted in a market”, says

Inkaterra’s president. In sport fishing these animals are caught, marked,
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photographed and released. On April 8 2008, a Presidential Decree prohibited
the sale of marlin meat. Nonetheless, it is still being served in restaurants at

Talara, Piura and Lima.

Koechlin explains that another key to success is training local communities on
recreational fishing. “They should appreciate the artisanal fishing techniques and
gear, as it gives Cabo Blanco’s scenario an ancestral exoticism. Observing fifty
sails at sunset is enthralling. It’s a complete different experience than travelling

with a motor boat, very quiet and mystical”.

On the other hand, it is intended for local communities to make a profit from the
excellent tuna fish that swim in northern waters. “It is a precious animal, today
caught by hand. On December 16" 2008, El Alto councilman, Mr. Tume, caught
a 192-kg tuna using only a fishing line. The world record for this category,
established in Cabo Blanco in 1957, was a 197-kg tuna. This man, fishing without
rod and reel, almost breaks the record. That’s incredible!” says Mr. Koechlin.

Inkaterra plans the education of artisanal fishermen in order to get better tuna
with the best gear, and also teach them how to store, freeze and transport the
product, so it may arrive with an optimum quality to the best restaurants in Peru.
This would increase the price of tuna. To achieve it, this project will have the
assessment of the owner and chef of Japanese-cuisine restaurant Maido,
Mitsuharu Tsumura, as well as Japanese engineers who have developed a system
of lures that allows catching big fish with minimum effort. “We will get a great

sashimi”, smiles Koechlin while putting his sunglasses on.

He conceives tourism as an activity based on ecological research to preserve the
environment. Scientists from University of Miami and the International Game
Fish Association (IGFA), as well as sport fishing authorities such as Norm Isaacs
— currently captain of the ‘Miss Texas’ boat — and Peter Wright, are already
exploring the Cabo Blanco sea. Professor Nelson Ehrhardt, from the University
of Miami, gave conferences on August 2™, 3" and 4" in Lima, Piura and Cabo
Blanco. The last date coincided with a local party in Cabo Blanco, in
commemoration of the 60 years of the sport fishing world record established by
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Alfred Glassell, Jr. “We confirmed the people’s will to help in the soon

development of this project and its good practices”, stated the entrepreneur.

Another mechanism to preserve marine resources is the establishment of a
Marine Protected Area. During June 2012, Inkaterra presented to the Ministry of
Environment a technical study which justifies the creation of a great marine
reserve starting from the Peru-Ecuador border down to Lobitos beach, an area
of 650 thousand hectares. The study took two years, during which Inkaterra’s
team visited local communities. It was learned that a third ocean current named
Cromwell, runs under the confluence of Humboldt (South) and El Ninio (North)
currents, lifting marine life near the surface. These conditions give an immensely

rich sea, ideal for fishing.

“We want people from all over the world to enjoy this marvel. We have 19
species of whales, manta rays, dolphins that chase in groups of hundreds the
boats that sail off shore”, says Joe Koechlin at the Miss Texas’ deck. Originally a
tishing boat, it had been used for sailing excursions in La Punta (Lima) for many
years. A talented crew of Peruvian shipbuilders brought the Miss Texas back to
its original spirit, restoring it as a fishing boat with an angler and tailor-made gear.
It has a 41-feet length, weighs over 10 tons and is propelled by a Volvo Penta
380 engine.

In Cabo Blanco, Inkaterra has two-kilometer a beach front heading south the
fishermen’s cove. Urban habilitation is being taken care of, and a well is being
drilled for the building of a new hotel, after Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel and El
Mapi (Machu Picchu); Reserva Amazoénica and Hacienda Concepcion
(Tambopata, Madre de Dios); and La Casona (Cusco). The latter was considered
by ‘Condé Nast Traveller’ one of the three best hotels in America, for its

decoration and setting.

Few weeks ago Inkaterra was chosen as one of the world’s best hotels by “Travel
and Leisure’ magazine. This year it was included in the ‘Condé Nast Traveller’
Gold List, and it raised the Relais & Chateaux Environment Trophy. Inkaterra
also got the Global Vision Award in 2011 and the Tourism for Tomorrow Award
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in 2012. A new hotel in the Urubamba Valley (Cusco) has been announced for
2014.

Stranger than Fiction

José Koechlin, who is also President of ‘Sociedad Hoteles del Per’, got into the
hotel business thanks to filmmaking. In 1972, when he was 27, he co-produced
Werner Herzog’s classic ‘Aguirre — The Wrath of God’, which was filmed in
Peru. The film was exhibited for three years in Paris and brought the first waves

of French tourists to Peru, specially the Amazon.

In 1978, José visited Herzog in his Munich home to convince him of making a
film based on the incredible story of rubber baron Carlos Fermin Fitzcarrald.
This was the basis for ‘Fitzcarraldo’, a film classic which became popular because
the filmmaker wanted to replicate the incredible adventure of taking a steamship
across a mountain in the middle of the jungle, while actor Klaus Kinski was on

board listening to Caruso on full volume.

The shooting took four years. During the making, José met Mick Jagger, who
was to star in the film in the role of Fitzcarraldo’s right hand. Jagger left the
production. However, Joe and Mick became friends and in 2011, the Rolling
Stones frontman came back to Peru to open Inkaterra Hacienda Concepcion, the

company’s second hotel in the rainforest of Puerto Maldonado.

“During the early 70s, the Agrarian Reform had just been applied. Fortunately, I
got an option to buy some land in Huachipa (Lima) before it was taken away by
the reform. I was able to take it away from the SINAMOS system as a non-
metalling mining concession. I sold clay, and managed to make some fortune
during those years. I wanted to invest these resources in projects I was interested

in, one of these projects was filming”, explains the entrepreneur.

Though he liked the countryside since he was a kid, filming in the Peruvian
Amazon confirmed his love for nature. “I thought, why not creating a lodge in
the middle of the rainforest that can be visited by many people, and that is close

to Cuscor We looked for a place in Paucartambo, Patria, Salvacién, but transport
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and communications were too difficult. Then we went to that faraway place,
where the only way to get there was in DC3, DC4 or even a DC6: Puerto
Maldonado. It was 1973 and it was discussed if in all Madre de Dios lived six

thousand or eight thousand people. There was nothing and no one”, he recalls.

Some cabins were built next to what now is Tambopata National Park, using axes

and machetes only, and Reserva Amazoénica was opened in 1975.

From then on, groups of scientists have been hosted to perform scientific
research on this area’s mega biodiversity. After 20 years of studies, two books
were published: the first was on reptiles and amphibians, published by Cornell;
and the other identified 1226 plant species, which was published in collaboration
of the Missouri Botanical Garden.

In 1976, Mr. Koechlin bought land in the District of Machu Picchu, when this
place was just a railway station on the road to Quillabamba. Getting permissions
took a long time and finally in 1991 the company was able to open Inkaterra
Machu Picchu Pueblo Hotel, in the midst of an area where the largest number of
orchid species in the world has been assembled. Researchers found 21 new
species to science. Inkaterra published one of the most accomplished books on
orchids of the largest collection of native species in their natural habitat,
according to the American Orchid Society. One of these species was named
Maxilaria denissae, in honor of José’s wife, Denise. Last June, Inkaterra announced

the finding of three new species to science.

“I see myself as a facilitator. My role is to create conditions so people with skills
can do their job”, states José Koechlin, while the Miss Texas sails La Punta, close
to San Lorenzo Island, Lima. In the next few weeks, the boat will be back in

Cabo Blanco, ready to break the world record established six decades ago.

PERU: BIRDWATCHING PARADISE
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Last June, Inkaterra organized the second birdwatching tournament Birding Rally
Challenge, in which six teams with the planet’s best ornithologists competed in a
non-stop race that lasted eight days: Tigrisomas and E-Birders (USA), Forest
Falcons (UK), Zululanders (South Africa), Ararajubas (Brasil), and Tramuntana

(Spain).

On this occasion they travelled the Nor Amazon route, which covered 12 life
zones along 1503 kilometers through the regions of Lambayeque, Cajamarca,
Amazonas and San Martin. 864 species were observed, 10% of the world’s total.

1761 bird species can be found in Peru, and 104 of these are endemics.

Inkaterra wants to promote birds as a tourism resource. To achieve this, José
Koechlin has asked the Pacific Alliance (international entity formed by Mexico,
Colombia, Peru and Chile) for support. These countries are working on a
tourism project that may attract the 70 million birdwatchers from all over the

wortld.
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Por Renato Veldsguez
Fotos de Santiago Barco

El empresario turistico se hace a lamar
pararecuperar los dias de gloriade

Cabo Blanco, la caleta norteiia donde se
pescaron los merlines mas grandes de la
historia de la pesca deportiva.

oros saben que al norte de
Miami, en la sede central de
la International Game Fs-
hing Association [IGFAJ, la
QrEanEacion Que rige ka pesca depor-
tiva mundial, hay un altar ala peque-
fia caleta de Cabo Blanco. Sobne el hay
ura réplica de un majestucsa merlin
neqra,y al lada una esculitura del esta
dendniclense Alfred Giassell Ir. con todo

U BgUipO.

En abril de 1951, ese millonario
petrolern emprendit una expedicion
hacia el mar del norte del Perd. Sus
cientificos le habian informada que
ahi encontrarfa al merlin negra més
grande del mundo. Glassell llegd a
Cabo Blaneo (Talara] con equipos de
bidlogas, ceeandcgrafios, naveganies,
pescadanesy documentalistas em bus-
cadel gran pez, Durante algunas dias
pesco cjemplares magnificos, verda-
deros monstruos que asombraban
en las paginas de “Sports lustrated”.
LIn mes despues funda el Cabo Blanco
Fishing Clih com otros magnates es-
radounidenses, y se dedicd a batir sus
progios réconds: Bl 7 de abril de 1852
pesed el primer merlin de mas de mil
libras pesaba 1052 1), Lo mandd &
disecar y lo coloeo sobre la chimenea
de la saladel club, & pocos metros de
la barra donde varios afos mas tarde
Errest Hemingway toma whisky en las
rocas, cuanda llegd para supervisar fa
filmacian de “El viejoy el mar” ohn
Sturges, 1958). Para entonces, ya ha-
hiia ganarg los premins Pulitzer [1953)
y Mabel [1954], yvera una glona viva de

a5 letras, Bl 4 de agosta de 1954, Al-
fried Glassell Jr. pescd en Cabo Blaroo
un mmerlin regro de 1560 [fras (707,61
kilos), el mas grande jamas atrapado, €
instaurd una de los récords deportivos
vigentes mas antiguas del maurdo.

Tanto Glassel como Hemingway
pescaron en Cabo Blanco & bordo de
|2 Miss Texas, una emibarcacian cons-
truida en 1949 en Nueva Escocia, al
norte de Mueva York Cuarenta anos
después, este hote leqendario ha sido
restaurado par Inkaterra Association
coma simbolo de una campana para
recuperar |a riqueza del mar del norte
del Perii. H objetiv es que Caba Blan-
oo vuehva a ser el mejos fugar del mun-
(It para practicar pesca de altura.

Al frente de esta mision esta lose
koechlin, el empresario pionero del
ecoturismo en el Perd con sus hote=
les Inkaterra, "Cuando era nifig solia
pasar mis vacacionss en Punta Are-
rias (Talara) porque mi tho Wolfgang
vor S1ein eéra uno de los gerentes
e la International Petroleum Com-
party. Los fines de semana hamosz al
campo0a [a playa. Fescabamos lisas
desde [a orilla”, recuerda Koechlinal
explicar su conexion emocional con
este proyeeto.

Es una manana fresea en La Punia
[Callac] y una timida resolana aoarn-
cia los wates amarrados en el Yacht
Club, Eoechlin pasea por la popa de la
Miss Texas v cuenta que alrededor de
cien millones de personas practican
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l2 pesca deportiva en ¢l mundo. Fara
todos ellos, Cabo Blanco es un lugar
mitcdigico, una suerte de Atidntida.

"Lns pescadones deportivos invier-
ten mucha en su aficidn. Costean los
gastos progiosde fa embarcacian, perao
también necesitan apoyo en tierra,
personas que los avuden a preparar
anzuelos, carnadas, ete. En Costa Rica,
v puais guie sola tiene 52 mil kildmetros
ruadrados (la reqidn Madre de Dios
tiene 84 mil kildmetros cuadrades), 63
mil persanas dependen de esta activi-
tad. En Los Cabes, Moo, son 24 mil
Enun ladose producen 1100 millones
de ddlares y en el otre G600 milkines de
dtslares cada ana®, explica,

La idea es atraer 2 todos esos apa-
sinnados precadores 3 nUestra costa
norte, utilizando como gancha la le-
wenda de Cabo Blanco. Fara ello deben
regresar |#s condiciones medioam-
bientales del pasado, que propicien la
multiplicacion de los merlines, v que
estos 1o sean atrapacos pars consL-
mia humanc.

“Un meerlin es mas valioso vivo gue
trozado en filetes en un mercado”,
indica €l presidente de Inkaterra. En
la pesca deportiva, estos animales son
capturados, marcados, fotografia-
dos v linerados. Bl 8 de abril de 2008
se promulgd un decreto presidencial
gue prohibe la venta de carne de mer-
lin. Sir ermbarge, se ggue sirdendo en
restaurantesde Talara, Fura v Lima,

Foechlin explica que otra de las
claves es capacitar a los poblado-
res Aorkenos en pesca recreacional,
“Deben valorar sus costumbres de
pescar a vela v en pegueias balsas
de cana, porgue eso dota al paisa-
je de Cabo Blanco de un exatismao
ancestral. Ver cincuenta botes a
wvela entrar al puerto al atardecer es
impresionanke. Es una experiencia
completamente distinta a navegar
con motar, mucho més sileaciosa
wmistica”,

D atro lado, se busca sacar mas
proveechio @l execbente atin gue nada

en las aguas nortefias, “Es un animal
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MISS TEXAS
CABO BLANCO

£ T

MAVE LEGEMDARIA La Mizs Texas fue

construida en Mueva Escocia en1949. Ha

S0 restaurada sequn su modelo Urlgiﬂ:-_'ll, v e las prdximas SEMEnas volverd a

pescar en Cabo Blanco.

Inkaterra capacitara a los pescadores
artesanales de Cabo Blanco para que
pesquen atunes con un buen equipo
y los vendan a los mejores restau-
rantes. Los asesorara el chef Micha
Tsumura, de Maido. "Obtendremos
un gran sashimi”, anuncia Koechlin.

muy valioso que hoy es pescado a
mana, Bl 26 de diciembre de 2008, ¢l
sefor Tume, concejal de Bl Alto, pesco
& cordel un atun de 192 kilos. Bl ré-
card mundial, establecido en 1957
también en Cabo Blanco, fue un atin
de 197 kilos, Este sefor, prscanda sin
cafa, cas lo rompe. iEs increibler, se
#dmira Koechlin,

El plan de Inkaterra es educar a
los pescadores artesanales para que
pesquen atunes con el mejor equips-
mierto posible, y gue aprendan como
almacenarlas, refrigerarios v trans-
portarlos para que |Heguen en aptimao
estado a los mejores restaurantes del
Pend, sin ninguna magulladura y 2 un
mejor precio, En esta tanca contaran

con la asesoria tanto de Micha Tsu-
mira, chef de Maido, como de cienti-
ficos japoneses que han desarrollade
urn sistema de anzuelos que pemmite
levantar epemplares de gran tamano
con un minimeo esfuereo, "Obtendre-
mios un gran sashimi®, sonre Koechlin
mientras se acomoda os lentes de sol

El coneibe el turisme como una
actividad basada en 13 imvestigacion
eraltgica para preservar el medio am-
biente Cientificos de la Universidad
e Miami v de la International Game
Fish Association (IGFA), asi como los
campeones mundiales de pesca Morm
[saaesy Peter Wright, va exploran las
aguas de Cabo Blanco. Bl profesor
Melson Evrhardt, de la Universidad de
hdiami, dictd conferencias el 2, 3y 4 de
agasto, en Lima, Piura v Cabo Blanco,
El Uitirne dia coincidic con |a gran fies-
1a popular gue se organizd en facaleta
para celebrar [os sesenta afios del ré-
cord establecico por Glassell. “Ahise
confirmé la voluntad popular para
fue este provectn de huenas pricticas
empiere a desarallarse prant’, indi-
ra el empresari.

(Mro mecanisma para preservar os
recursns hidrobioligices es establecer
unérea marina protegida. Enjunio del
afo pasada, Inkaterra entrego al Mi-
nisteric del Ambiente un estidio tée-
fica justificatario para que e Gobier-
N Cree Unga Qran resera maring que
gharque cesde [a fronterz con Ecuador
hasla el balneario de Labilos: G50 mil
hectareas, Bl estudii tomid das anas,
durante [os cuales el equipo de Inka-
terra recorno todas las comunidades
imvolucradas, Se descubno que en esa
ZONE exiske Ung tencera cornients ma-
rina, llamada Cromwell, gue se mezela
con la de Humboidt (que viene delsur)
w1z de B Nifio (quie se mueve desde e
nerte], v eleva la mass de peoes hacia
[a superficie, Estas condicienes crean
um mar inmensamente rico, en el cual
s mis facil pescar.

*Queremaos que personas de todo
ef mundevenoan a disfrutar esta ma-
ravilla, Tenemes diecinuemse especies
dr ballenas, mantarrayas, delfines que
persiguen ¢n grupes de cientos a los




HEMIMGWAY
ARRASTRA TURISMO.
EF Premig Mobe! de
Literatura 1954 aterrizo.
en Falara ef 16de

abril de 1956, para
suparyisar |3 filmaciin
de “El vigjoy el mar”. Se
guedd a pescar 36 dias
e Cabo Blanco.
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PERU: PARAISO DE BIRDWATCHERS

En junig, Inkaterra organizd la sequinda competencia de avista-
riento de aves Birding Rally Challenge, que enfrentd a los mejores
ornitdlogos del mundo en seis equipos; Tigrisomas e E-Birders (Es-
tados Unidos), Forest Falcons (Reino Unido), Zululanders [Sudafri-
ca), Ararajubas (Brasil] y Trarmuntana [Espafia).

En esa ocasion recormieron la ruta noramazinica, que cubrio doce
pisas ecoldgicos a los largo de 1503 kilémetros por las regiones de
Lambayeque, Cajamarca, Amazonasy San Martin, Se observaron
B4 especies, Bl 10% del total del mundo.

Enel Periviven 1761 especies de aves, 104 de las cuales son endé-
mmicss (s0do se encuentran aquil,

Inkaterra busca institucionalizar a las aves comoe recurso TUnstico,
Fara ello ha pedida zpoyo a la Alianza del Pacifico, entidad supra-
nacional que agrupa 4 Perd, Chile, Colomioia v México, para que
estos paises estructuren una oferta turistica conjunta que atraiga

bates gue salen & navegar.,.”, cuenta
Koechlin desde la cabing de mandao de
Iz Miss Tewas, Esla nave estuvo desde
hace muchosanosen La Punta, v habia
sido transformada enun vate de pasen,
Un equipao de talentosos astifleres e ha
rfevuel o su espinitu oniginal de bate de
[ESCE, 0N Cjones pars aparejos, sila
e pesca v una terraza libre de muebles
para subir peces grandes. Tiene 41 pies
de eslora, pesa un porg mas de diez
tonelades v la impulsa un motor Yoha
Penta 380,

En Cabo Blanco, Inkaterra tiene un
frente de playa al sur de la caleta de
pescadores, donde ya se realizan traba-
jos de habilitacicn urbana v se perfora
un pozo pard la construccién de un
nuevo notel que se sumard a Machu
Ficehu Pueblo Hotel; Resensa Amazo
nica v Hacienda Concepeian, ambos
en Puerto Maldonada; v La Casona en
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Cuzen, esta Oltima considerada uno de
o5 tres mejores koteles de Ameénca en
decaracion y ambientacidn por 13 re-
wista "Condé Mast Traveller”,

Hacr pocas semanas Inkaterra fue
ebegido uno de los mejores hoteles del
mundo por larevista "Travel and Lesu-
re”. Este afio también fue incluidoen ka
Gold List de la publicacidn "Condé Mast
Traveller”, y obtuvo el Enviranment
Trophy de Relais & Chateaux. Recibin
el Glabal Vision Award en el 2011 v
el Tourism for Tamarmow Award en el
H12. Han anunciada que el praximo
afinasgurardn una nuevasede en el
Walle ded Lrubamba (Cuzen,

Vida de pelicula

José Koechlin, quien también g5 pre-
sidente de la Sociedad de Hoteles del
Pertl, llegd a este rubro gracias al cine,
Em 1972, cuando tenia 26 afios, pro-

a lossesenta millones de birdwatchers que hay en el mundo,

dujo la pelictla “Aguirre, [a ira de Dios™
de Werner Herzog, que fue filmada en
parte en el Perll. £l largometraje e5-
tuwo tres afos en las carteleras de bos
cinesde Parisy trajo la primera oleada
il furistas franceses & nuestro pas, in-
teresadas en canacer la Amazania,

En 1974, José visitt a Heraog en su
casa de Minich para convencerla de
hacer una pelicula basada en la vida
increible del empresario cauchera
Carlos Fermin Fitzcarrald. El cineasla
quisn replicar la increble hasna de
surcar el Ponga de Mainique conun
barca a vapor mientras Klaus Kinski
escichabe a Caruse a todo volumen,

La epopeya durd cuate afos, Durante
ese rodaje, José canocit a hick Jagger,
guien iba a interpretar s Fzearralia,
lagger no aparecid en la pelicula, pero
e hizoarmigo de Koechlin yen 201 1€
wocalista de los Rolling Stones regres
al Peru para inaugurar Hacienda Con-
cepeidn, el saqundo hotel de Inkalers
en Puerto Maldorado,

" principios de los setenta aca-
baha de aplicarse la reforma agraria.
Afortunadamente, consegui una
OPCIan para comprar unas tisrras en
Huachipa antes deque se las levara la
refiorma, Pude sacarias del sisterma del
Sinames por medio de una concesidn



Koechlin llego
al ecoturismo
gracias al

cine. En los
setenta produjo
las peliculas
de Herzog,
"Aguirre, la

ira de Dios" y
"Fitzcarraldo".
Filmar en la
selva lo inspiro
para crear
albergues
donde la gente
disfrutase de la
naturaleza.

de mineria no metdlica; arcilla, De esa
maners, hice algo de fortuna en £505
anos. Quise irertic £505 recurses en
PrOyeChos QuiE me interessran y uno de
ellos fue el cine”, narra ef empresanio

Avnogue desde nifa e habia gustz-
dovel campo, 3 jomadas de fimacion
n la selva afianzaron su @mor por la
naturaleza, “Fensé; iPor que no crear
un albergue en la selva que pueds ser
visitado por mucha gente, y que este
cerca de Cuzco? Buscamos un sitio por
Paucartambo, Fatria, Salvacian, peroel
transparte era dificil. De zhi fuimos a
aquel sitio tan lejano, 2 donde sevola-
ha en helicopteros OC3 v DC4, alguna
wez D06 Puerto Makdonado. Era 1973
v =e discutia sien todo Madre de Dios
wivian seis u ochod mil personas. Mo
habia nada ni nadie”, rememaora.

Constrisyeran un pufiado de ca-
sitas de madera, sin matosiersas, soio

-

con hacha y machete, & inaugurarnn
Reserva Amazdnica al lado del Parque
Macional de Tambopata en 1975,

Desde entonces, un grupo de cien-
tificos se afincd en el lugar para inves-
ligar s enorme diversidad ecoldgica,
Tras s ce veinte anosde trabag pu-
blicaron dos libros: uno sobre an fibios
y reptiles, editado por s Universidad
e Carnell; v otra gue identified 1266
especies de plantas vasculzres, divul-
gado en colaboracidn con el Jardin
Botanico de Missaur,

En 1976, Koechlin comprd un te-
rreno en el puehlo de Machu Piechu,
cuando ese flugar cra solamende un
punto de paso del ferrocarn| hacia
Cuillabamba. Gestionar los permisos
demord mucha tiempo v recién en
1991 pudo inaugurar Machu Piechu
Puehio Hotel, em una de los lugares
con mas orquidess del mundo. Los

AL TIMON, Koechlin
sefiala que Inkaterra ha
propuesto zl Bnhu:rna-
crear un drea ‘marin
ot m%ﬁu?
Ecuadar hastalé wade
Lofitos, Un total de 850
mil hectareas.

e

imsestigadoresde Inkaterra descubyie-
ron 21 especies nuevas ¥ publicaron
un lipro considerado por The American
(rchid Society como uno de los me-
jores sobre estas delicadas flores. Una
de ellas fue bautizada como Maxilana
denissae en honar a Denise, la espa-
58 de José, En junio pasado, Inkaterra
anuncid el hallazgo de otras tres va-
riedades de aruideas desconacidas
hasta enlonees

Mieven como un faoilitador. Wi rol
&5 crear las condiciones para que las
persanas gque saben hagan su trabag”,
se define José Koechling mientras |3
M Tesas surca las aguas de La Punta,
wa mury ceres de |3 sla San Lorenzo, En
[as prosemas semanas, b embarcacian
wolvera a Caba Blanco, ansiosa porvol-
wer @ romiper, cuatro dicadas despues,
otro ricord mundizl,

hdds fotos en cosas.pe
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