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OTTERS SIGHTING / AVISTAMIENTO DE NUTRIAS

Date: October 28th 2011 / Time: 6:40 am y 5:00 pm / Sighting: Vilcanota — Urubamba River

On October 28th, 2011 Explorer's Guide Maria del Carmen was guiding the bird excursion at 6:40 in the morning.
Maria del Carmen and her guests were walking close to the main dining room at Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo when
they noticed the an animal, or animals, moving on a stone at the river Vilcanota bank. The movements were related
more to a mammal, rather than that of birds so they stopped to take a closer look to try and identify them. No one
could believe it when the animals they were looking at were 3 otters - Lontra longicaudis - probably a family given the
number of individuals (perhaps a mother and her offspring). They were jumping and swimming (perhaps playing) on
the rocks at the river. The fun the otters were having allowed Maria del Carmen and the guests watch them for more
than 30 minutes. Hours later (5:00 pm) Daniel from the Ecology area informed the Ecocentro that he had seen otters
near the helipad site (upstream of where the other otters had been seen with Maria del Carmen). Maria del Carmen
along with other Explorer Guides went to see if the otters were the same that had been spotted earlier. It turned out
that they were. Three river otters were trout fishing, fighting, swimming, and playing.
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Fecha: 28 de Octubre del 2011 / Hora: 6:40am y 5:00pm / Lugar de Avistamiento: Rio Vilcanota — Urubamba

El 28 de Octubre del 2011 la Guia Exploradora Maria del Carmen se encontraba realizando la excursién de aves a las
6:40de la mafiana. Maria del Carmen caminaba cerca al comedor principal de Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo cuando
notaron el movimiento de un animal sobre una piedra en el rio Vilcanota. Los movimientos eran relacionados mas a
un mamifero, mas bien mas de uno, que a los de un ave por lo que pararon para identificarlos. Ninguno podia creerlo
cuando identificaron a los animales como 3 nutrias de la especie Lontra longicaudis, Al parecer era una familia dado el
numero de individuos (tal vez una madre y sus crias) las cuales se encontraban saltando y nadando (tal vez jugando).
La diversién de las nutrias permitio que los viajeros y Maria del Carmen puedan observar a las nutrias por mas de 30
minutos. Horas mas tarde (5:00pm) Daniel del area de Ecologia informd al Ecocentro que habia nutrias cerca al
helipuerto del hotel (rio arriba de donde se habia avistado las nutrias con Maria del Carmen). Maria del Carmen junto
con otro Guias Exploradores fueron a ver si eran las mismas nutrias u otras. Resulté que eran las mismas 3 nutrias
avistadas en la mafana. En ésta oportunidad se las pudieron ver pescando truchas, peleando, nadando, y jugando.
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