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View from Feserva Amdco cas Da b

tamp on the Madre e Dlos Bive

“1111111 the Amaz i
is home to thousands lrl‘ lHlI.hIHI] [.ﬂ-'mlh_. nmluulh.
and,-oh ves, 362 varieties of ants. BY GEORGE RUSH

HE YEAR WAS 1992, PERUS FRES-  lormer agnicultorl eigpness turncd o one ouldnt immagine wivy he was calling

idert, Alberro Fujimoer, had just  man; ecorssont owner Jose Koechhin Fel Nk oy g Bishibng,” Fuiimnont explainesd
aripended the country’s consh- “What are vy doing this weekend? Every repomer in Peru wamed o talk
tebiog andd closed doamn congren Kocchhn remembers Fupman askng to Fujimiori=—a wihit bewer tome 0 vist
Fhe press was referring oo the sitwtion ax Kocchlin was faken aback. As the vice  Koechlins Besera Anazdni, 2 ranfuest
i anitagalpe, or "3 coup fom within The  chairmuan of Peru’s Natoml Chamber of  hideaway two bours by pline from Lin?
Llpated States was theexten 15 EOx CLIE alf fea Touarso, be'd (s Ll R0 Kaewi Fuijimsos dur- 1 vy ik o pet anveslved o ;'-'l'.lll % BT

cigr sk, With opposinon leaders branding  ing several trigs o Washinguon, DG, Bur Koechling 39, "Bue be win e presises:
b 4 rathles dicttor, the M Mots-ih  given e current nanomal crias, Koechlin | sad ' e would be a pleasine v bave you. ™

LR
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Fupmon stryed st the ressrt for two dig
ATl far -|—'\.'\-"-1 o S || a ekt iels anil evade

‘|'.|' i Il.||1!' e wiras theme

WEM IF ¥OLU ARE HOT A PRESIGENT

[% 141 !!Il II.|I|I_ H.l'lr'!l"‘": 1|.II.I.I'||!'II |

mukes 3 good refige. The prvate

2, T 0earre pres=rve i locat=d
Perus southeastern Madee de Dios neginn
where exubermn vegetathon spans an area
O :|||| 1 || |1I BRTTRES r!u— s Fe | |.'|;-'\-r| '§,|| ¥
The miary raib around the lodge psade
WCOess I Thare than 1 W species of flora
amd 1,727 species of fauna. Boechin, who
grevw up in Lima. first heard about the
wildernews when hie father wold him ales

i
of s

great-uncle Brnesto Hoivero, whio

Clackwise froam fop 'wik
Piddlmg info Lase Sandoval, - 7
orfe of Federva’s sulled, bnd l. -
Greered wallesiiy £ownE

i cabanad bo

et & riklebes :|l||.I|’ PRI 1TN EORE W LTITMEY
Wherever he viared rhe famly HII-\.'.'I-III::\..'\-\.

facher sand, Lincle Erpesan wld
the area’s minersy, Indians, and explorem

wriomg bhe lafter I'II'II ||'rl'll1' "I'Zl'l'l"'.llll

1 rubber hama who in 1893 ducovered a
ey roante Jeading to nnapped rubber mee
via an iuhmus berween the Uewali and
Madre de Dios rivers, (Years liter Koechlim
tald the Cerman fimmaker Warner Hereog
dhoiir Fizcarmld—how he'd moved 2 dup
e : 1

overland thmugh dense jungle. The con
versatbon mapared Heraosrs epic and fmonish

bedavited film. Fizvaqalda, which Koech

ki helped prodisee ) Lhicle Erfestas gtoris
ke bed Koechlin to his erom mad wcheme

carving a resart out of the juegle

“Rooads came lace toothie region, s
Kocchlin whe first vigred the Amazon
Baren v 190506, S0 nach of e PrInAry

forest had escaped lopzers. Back then

vos bracd abow six ehowand peaple |
g on fifty-rwio thowand squan: mile
of land. The

o
VL o

svernamenl aid an effed

v siaething with i, @l
it " Keeechlin peceived Peruh bisst pr-
ve ecobonrism concession. (He sos b
company. Inkaterm, pays an nngal fey

ot aligiiy less tien one doldlar per 247
acres) Prckiig a spot along the Made
de e Hover, kacchin and hs eam
cut 3 snull clearing and el and bl
I3 thawched- ool cabaras modeled atter
the dwellings of the local Ese-Eja and

LEET I'||.l_||.-1l.y_| .~.---|'-I-. Hoesse=rva Armazonica

apened in 1970 Soon Koechbin wig v

iy profossors from Harvand and Bedkeley

i . 1y
Ty Catdiwrne shiili gl k] '.'-":!.Illll-' —T

LRIt "r1||'r~ Mk aisl Il

o the pimpghe cvmoniment [and g new
spectes of togr, botnertly, and onchid mamed
nore than
Wb e |"||-_|'__l_|_\. i Peris | i|'|||"|'\-;'|.|'!J Prowmee,
but Reserva Amazdmica has set the standard
n the region for combinmg serious scivnce

tn his honord. Today there are

with Boondocks comiort
0 GET TO THE LODGE, WISITORS
Ly imboe Poerm Malidenado, a con-
rury-ald fontier b for rubber
LR, Irappers, 4 prospectons
Roeserva Amaromcs offers. thoic
launches, ferrving LI TS It 45 minutes doven

eil-nond

the clavstmmed Modre de Dhios. From the
lodire’s dhack, vou el 35 steps (o1 durbig
rainy sedsodn, when the river s high, jus

three], A walkway of mee-truink diabs beacds

tor a citcalar two-story pavilion, the heart of
thi I'-.;il_'f Concemved '|'-:.' Eoechlin’s wafe,
[3enine, the soarmpe moom & buile armund

the trupk of 3 weathemwd Ranocad toe

When | arnived fora poceme visit, o pigle-
sze rodenr called an apoun was snting
the freshly clpped Livwn owsde, - goeits
codaled devvny with 3 labson-lestooned __'I|--.
of sar-trait oice. Lumch was hlles of do-=
rado, served with passpien-tmut sauce and an
gar of oo, s kerpels as I':..'_ O T & T s
front teeth, Aterwanl, | hesded to mw
basa. [ Lhe lolige mow b 55 of thein, Gve
al wiach am Lrger saeies with solar-heaged
water,) The screvned-in huts are master-
plecss of i carpeniry Even the taanks
i carved from stone-hard ||.|||||I=_| okl
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Ihe walls have no pieores or decosatkans (o
distract from the emerald tapeary oatssde
The huts abia don't have electriciey, but che
lick of medern anaemees seems somehow
Enimportint. expecially as you notice the
lodge’s cusbom touches, like baskers flied
with Inkaterra’s homenude omgganic soap,
citromella loson, and shampoo

After some peathmch lolling on oo porch
hammiocks, some other Beservists and 1 de-
rided m nol ot Wikl Was |_1u'.l.'|:r|'.: i1 the
e We sarted on the Ofe Trad, ooz of
faur parhs that wenve thmough e 494 ace
wurrounding the lodge. Oue guide, Aldo
Mlilagm, and anather employee, Erich La-
e, |1|_:-,|'|-,1_-.'_| ot the quict banles ragmg
gronnd v A smangder G vine slowly tight-
eried s garmote arownd an oo tree
Waod-munching termites crecied towen
comparable to Gaudis spires m Barselona

There was slio evidence of Conperation
Huaivaest |'.|r.!-.;-u..\_'.,- E W laisn :~';~llrf.|.'-.5 Al
a Senithsnian symposium ren years &g that
T sserva Amaadaisca Holds the worlils recustl
for members of vt specios ving together
Amonig the 352 varietics are fine ant that
pthabit the holbow tangarars tres, They puay
reist by devenringe foreipn seeds thut fall ae
the s of the mree—mtaking sure i vl
plant horns in on the taacard s sunlyght
Thicse Tnascts ilso '\..||'|L thcer JRnCers v ary

ereature thar touches the tee—which wady
bocali e been known 1o te wiongdoers
to the Eingarara’s toank

Aldo and Erich shunwed us betetesit plans
i well. The juice of dhe sangre de grado
mee i wwed 10 sop bleeding. The o of
the “erotic palm™ are said 1o work better than
Viagra. Erich mentoned ayvahua, 3 pay-

chxmiie alamt used by slomuom i reBplous

coremonies"1 heand of a girl who toak it ani

couldnt mop harking™ We passcd a hapiina
tree, which had survived upwards st 2000
yean—perhapi becaine, o locali believe,
Wpris dwell tnsede i In fact, |\'|_J-||-| has e
that the whole forcst i prateceed by the
cralfachaguy, o Peruvian cousn 1o Frelands
lepreclu Presunubly we had nothing o
fiear (om the mythical guardians. Snll, 2
sk swakened the :Jl-l'll'-lll-'l' anil -l'\-"l'll"l:'-.
the timse socmed righs wo resurn o the lodge.

A wer relaed in the polion. a chel mrmcd
bharmbsceo tiibes wnaffied with ehicken, omoms,
peppers, tomatocs, and spices over 2 harbe
cue pie The resulting fean went well with
A i ;r';.,i'u Chalcan { ]:.,1:.1||I|:I:|J.'\_«.'. l:l-.'.lll:-'._ll-“l'_i'.l'\-"

III'“I'F had counie a |..|-I'|F Wy ALce 1]-"F.?-.3E'_
made Firzearndida in the eady sighnes. Phed

Frertmra tesiann s, Fos |

An pmparor moskey, (aeanktila My
koackline Frog fnamed alfer IRk

priras Tolesded ], and sLarlel MACaw

recalled after dinner “Amd he would never
speak to anyone” Mick Jagger who played
Fitzcarralds halfowit nephew, “would ik

with evervbody’ repomed another Fitzor-

palde murviver. A concert tour evenmally
forced the Wallimg Stane to ahandon the
morvie w0 aell—hat not before “he'd tried
all af Péen'’s nammal resources,” the prodie-

tesrt wonpce exid with 3 wink
Georged wath poip, some of us agreed b
iy one af the e e EVERNTg PASIITES
caimmarn anarang. With an Inkaterra bioogst
[ATH |'\.|:|'.‘| Hila a ||I,||'r.'|1 and 1’:'1[‘[\"\." g the
riverbank using 3 klieg light o hielp us spat
the repaile’s honded v A bbick catman can
soreny i 12 feet lomg, bur the ket e ciald
do weas 2 haby white caiman, Our expedi-
tion recosded the pogre-cved infam’s weight
_||||,|_ |ineatod, |'||..|[kl_.i i abdomen, |||l 71wl
it back to it unseen mank

QUIET BATTLES RAGED AROUND US. A STRANGLER
FIG VINE SLOWLY TIGHTENED ITS GARROTE AROUND
AN IRONWOOD TREE; TERMITES ERECTED TOWERS
COMPARABLE TO GAUDI'S SPIRES IN BARCELONA.

with a fow pisco sours, Kocchlin and his
seriiot stadf can nowe laugh about the ondeal
It sanied with Herzop's determinanon o
drag & 220
thouph
senrie to dossemible his muzh Lighter, M
b vessel, Saalled by westher, plane crashes,
i uatriendly Indians, :"ll."JI'!: had e huale

gy steanship over a hill—even
real Firzcarrald had possewed the

the production when amockic dventery
sent star Lson Roobands back o New Yook
When Robards rehesed to mefurn, Het
rop broughe in wild-eved Klaus Kamske
“Rinsks would onle bathe in bostled min-

2
eral warer." one wieran ol the production

Yo dan’ need to look far w fnd wildiife
ar Armardnica. It will find vwoo, After the

catiman crper, | rettirpid o omy cabana o sex

3 giant moth fueering armund 3 kerosene
s (1 herewith comfess w siplocking che
wweaicr calet a3 a specimer) foT my spn.
A Bt of binds provide wake-up calls ot
Ao ICS !."I"f"-:'—i:"l'll nane gros you oul
of bed Bke the popdnida, “golden otiols”
i Spanish. Broadeasting from o dangling
mest, the vellow-ailed mioraing prasksicn
can Tt vou with abous 25 sangs. At amss

one bl had AIes Coanims e itwaar

ing cell phone and an alumndoned baby

o
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Thie uly crodteres moe mischievou ane
the proctve’s monkey, Afver breakfst we
weok the loench o Poolin lsland, m the
river opposte the lodge. There, two mikes
of trails allovwed wddle-backed ramarins,
u'!|_|t-|;| ||:|_|| .|_'|||_|-'u,|| |.J.|_h|..'.|!|r|l|, ane lqlllrﬂ':
monkeys 1o observe their distant relatroes aa
we iprzved monguins repellent on ounelves

Hack ar the lodge, we headed ineo the
foresk to inspect Inkarerrss liredr emibellah-
migat—a 400 000 canopied walk. Thiv
I, 050-foor-lang cable beadpe gves s
i oppornacy fo glmpee the binds, man-
keva, and other wildhife thar eldom come
dowon b carth ‘h'ﬁt}' percEnt of rhe '."T|L‘||'.",r
toll (included in the price of Amazdnica
packages) is donated 1o local conservation
PrOjecks, 1|,"-."II1.'|;'|II:.L with the Mational Geoes
graphic Society, Inksterm has sstablished 2
sudy facility for the Amazon Center for
Emvironmental Education and Ruesearch

{n our fimal siternoon we shgrped dowan
3 1r_'||.| Sonnecting the Madie de Dhos with
Lake Sandoval—uhe very lake where Pres-
iclent Fujimar had wanred o g0 fehing
As we trudged dhirowgh the mud, T wished
we had grabbed 3 few of the 60 pairs of
rubber bops kept on hand ar the lodge
After pawing several DU PECCAney, We
fissally resched a creek. There we shipped
e a canoe aad begn padding through
2 sunken forest. When we at lase broke
through o the like, we fek o though we
had vuncovered 3 secret pasapgeway w the
Stone Apz. Mol another boat was i sight.
The dark water was ringed with submenged
Acpuaje palors, Rooosting i thent wers iome
hodtai—hblue-faced prehistoric-looking
hirds that eant fly very well buc whose
foul odor keeps predators ar buny

Theee screaming madawa seermed to be
warming us that the clouds were ready o
burst. The ar was mese and thack and the
wind bt us ke the breath of 2 vedoano
It weas then that we came upom one of the
arest of sigghia the encungensd grant fiver
otter. And not jut one, an entire famdly,
The mother barked ar us o go away. B
her oipring folicked o poyviully thar we
cogld ot pesisg jodming them, We
anlied 1o what felt like batvaarer

The toin wever cid appear That day wins

ADITEET=

unguestiocably our Eroriie=—un expericne
that Fujimor, mow exiled b Japan. can
smpewy aenly o his dreaans »
Rares, FI90=8240, imclualfng micals, B
A 2 504 2 - wweis arakoatera oo,

AT THE RUINS OF MACHU PICCHU

Mestled in & clowd forest
sengath Lhe famous lost
city of the [ncas is Reserva
Amazdnica's vounger sigtar
thio Machu Piechu Poshio
Hatel, Inkalerra Tounder
Jdagé Koechiin began to
astermble the land for his
sacond resort in 1976, bul
It was not untll 1551 that
the flrst guest cheched

Im, In the Interim, Koechlin
put many al the Aguss
Calientes residents 1o work
turning boulders into @lg-
gant patnways, [ust as Lhelr
Incan ancestors had done
centuries before. Thay
erected one- and two-stary
coftages by ulkizing white-
washed stone and rowgh-
hawn beams, Local arlisans
crafted low-slung furnliure
and traditiona textiles. The
colomal-style hotel, which

has ¥4 rooms anc nine sultes, offers
visitors @ snug lounge decorated with
pre-Columblan artifacts, a soaring
restaurant that overiocks the Vilcanota
River, a poputar calé, a spa, and an
Andean sauna hut,

The hatel makes a tine base camp
for {gr recovery room after) axploring
the rulns, which are & hall=hours bus
ridie up the mowntain, Some of the
town's better archaeological guides are
on the hotel stafl) The Machu Picche
Fusblo also presants I8 own divarsions,
Tneee mides of paths weave through
gandens where one can observe hun-
greds ol oronid, butterfly, and mira
species; among the lattar are 16 varietlas
of hummingbind, equal o the elal
found in Uhe continentsd Uniled States.
Easy Lrews lake visilors thigugh a land-
scape of walerfals, hol springs, and
pelroglyphs. I you have the knees=—and
the nerve—to climb a 141-rung ladder up
a sheer rock face, head for the L0000
fool surmmil of Apu Pulucus,

Rales, SIFS-5520, ncluaing breakfas
and dirner a5 well as birdwalching and
ather nature towrs arcund the property:
B00-442- 5042 wwwinkalerfa.com.




