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Deep in the Amazon basin, a naturalist's
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is home to thousands of unusual plants, animals,

and, oh yes, 362 varieties of ants. BY

HE YEAR WAS 1992, PERU'S PRES-
e, Alberto Taguori, bad jus

e o ompinte 'y @ oipsti-

closed dowen congres

The press was referrime to the sittion 1

an coar a coup trome within” The

Unted States was threatening to cut off for
ey kil Wk oppanition leaders branding
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e 2 rurhies diciioo:, the
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Fsaid, " It would be 1 pleawine o have woun” ™
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spivits dwell insade e In fact, legend has ot

that the whole forest is protected by the

qui, 3 Peruvian cousin o Incland’
haun, Presumably we had nodung t«
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il puardians. Sull, as

sk awak o tarantulay and occlos
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As we rrbioed in the pavibion, a chef turmed

Eanmbuss tubes stulfed with chicken, onions,

peprrers and spices over a barbe-

toavial

cue k. The resulting feast went well with

a crisp Chalean Chardonnay, Cles sl

living had come a long way une

made Firzearnlds in the early eighties Plicd
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EE—— . tarantits, Hyls
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Fitecirrald’s half=wit nephew, “would mlk
with evervbody” reported another Fitzoar-
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pon source said with a wink
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it back o i unseen mama

QUIET BATTLES RAGED AROUND US. A STRANGLER
FIG VINE SLOWLY TIGHTENED ITS GARROTE AROUND
AN IRONWOOD TREE; TERMITES ERECTED TOWERS
COMPARABLE TO GAUDI'S SPIRES IN BARCELONA.

Kocchlin and his
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with a few pisco sours,

Laugh about ¢

sentor stafl can now
Tt started wath Herzogs determmpation to
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itzcarrald had possessed the

thoagh the

s (0o d

wigemble his much lghrer, M-

o vessel, Stalled by weather,

aid unfriendly Indizns, Herrog bad w halt
the preduction when amoebic dysentery
sent star Jason Robank back to New Yors

When Robsnk nefised to onmn, Her
ht 1 wild-eved Klaus Kinski

2o hro
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I'he only creatures more mischievous are
the preserve’ monkeys. After breakfast we
took the launch to Rolin lsland, m the
river opposiie the lodge, There, two miles
of traile allowed saddle-backed tunarin
white and brown capuching, and squirrel
monkeys o observe their distant relativgs as
we spraved moddquite repellent on oursalves

Back at the lodge, we headed into the
Forest b napect nkaterma’s latee embellish-
ment—a $400,000 canopied walk. This
1LOS0-focr-long cable bridge gives poess
an opportunity to glimpee the binds, mon-
kevs, and other wildlife that seldom come
dimvn o earth. Secey percent of the brd,

!u] (A |I.l||L'\| m rilr l\li. (o u" .'\.ll _],'L_-lrl,
packages) it donated o local conservation
projects. Working with the Natnonal Geo-
graphic Sociery, Inkaterra has establicshed a
study facility for the Amazon Center for
Fivevrommental Educacion and Rescarch

On our final sfiernoon we \[nﬂ'_r.i down
1 trail conmecting the Madre de Dios with
Lake Sandoval—the very lake where Pres-
wdent Fupmon had wanted o go fshing,
As we trudged through the mud, | wished
we Dad grabbed a Few of the 60 pairs of
rubber boots kepr on haod ac che lodge,
After passing ceveral roating peccaties, we
finally resched a creek, There we dipped
inte a canoe and began paddling throuph
a sunken forest. When we at last broke
through to the hike, we telt a5 though we
had uncovereid a secret pasageway to the
Srone Age Mot another Boat was in sight
The dark water was ringed with submerged
Aquaje palms. Roosting in themn wene some
heatzin—hluc-taced prelustoric-looking
Irinds that can’t fly very well but whose
foul odor keepn predatons st by,

Three screaming macaws seemexd o be
warning us that the clouds were ready o
burst. The mr was most and thick and che
wind hit us hke the breath of a volcano
It was then that we came upon one of the
rarest of gghtc the endangersed gt rver
oner, And not just one, an entire fanmily
The mother barked ar us 1o go away Bur
her offspring frolicked so jovfully that we
could not resist joimng therm We sonmer
wanlves] oo what fele like bathwater,

The i never did appicar That day was
unguestionably our fworite—an experience
that Fujunori, now exiled in Japan, can
enmjoy only i hs dreams, L]
Raies, $190=-8240), including meale, 800
42504 2; wumadnkaterns. con,
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UPICCHU |

Mestied in a cloud forest
beneath the famous lost
city of the Incas s Reserva
Amazdnica’s vounger sister:
the Machu Picchu Pueblo
Hotel. Inkaterra founder
José Hoechlin began to
assemble the land for his
second resorl in 1976, but
It was mot until 1981 Lhal
the first guest checked
in, In the interim, Koechlin
put many of the Aguas
Calientes residents to work
turning boulders into efe:
gant pathways, just as their
Incan ancestors had done
centuries before, They
erected one- and two-story
coltages by utilizing white-
washed stone and rough:
hewn beams, Local arlisans
crafted low-siung furniture
and traditional textiles. The
colanial-style hotel, which
has 74 rooms and nine suites, offers
vigitors & snug lounge decorated with
pre-Columbian artifacts, a soaring
restaurant that overiooks the Vilcanota
River. a popular calé, a spa, and an
Andean sauna hut

The hotel makes a fine base camp
for {or recovery room after) exploring
the ruins, which are a hall-hour's bus
ride up the mountain. (Some of the
town's better archaeological quides are
an the hotel stafl.) The Machu Plechu
Pueblo also presents its own doversions,
Three miles of paths weave Lhrough
gardens where on@ can observe hun-
dreds of orchid, butterfly, and bird
species: among the latter are 16 varieties
of hiummingbird, equal to the total
found in theé conlinental United States,
Easy [reks take visitors through a land-
ccape of waterfalls, hot springs, and
petroglyphs. It you have the knees—and
the narve-ta climb a 14krung ladcer up
& sheer rock face, head for the 8.000-
foot summit of Apu Putucusi
Rates, 3375-8520, including breakfast
and cinner as wall as birdwalching and
other nature tours around the progerty.
800-442-5042; www.inkalerra.com,




