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Stylish new hotels are putting PERU
on South America’s honeynioon map

WORDS EDWARD REEVES

There’s a time and a place for a backpack. Your
honeymoon isn't it, even if you want to spend the
first couple of weeks of married life somewhere
less precictable than the beach. So why are we
directing vour attention to Peru, a country on the
wrong side of South America where, according
to some estimates, backpacks ounumber people
I

more, to this huge country than the Inca Trail.

by a factor of 7:17 Because there’s more, so much
guinea-pig-on-a-stick and grubby hostels,

A honeymoon here allows you to get off the
beaten track in search of that fabled ‘once-in-a-
lifetime” experience (sunrise at Machu Picchu,
anvone?) at the same time as enjoying all the
luxury you deserve afier the stress of the wedding
run-in. In the last six months alone four new
boutique hotels have opened: one in Colea Canyon
(Orient-Express’s Las Casitas del Colca), onc
in Lake Titicaca (the Peruvian Inkaterra group’s
Titilaka cco-lodge] and two in Cusco (another

Inkaterra property, La Casona, and, just up the

road, the extremely flash Casa Cartagena). I
this wasn't enticement enough, in South America
the dollar is king, so the current exchange rate gives
British honeymooners a lot of bang for their buck.
Chances are, your first stop will be Lima. Most
visitors scoot in and out in under 24 hours, which
isn't entirely fair on Peru’s much-maligned capital.
Stick to the coastal suburbs of San Isidro,
Miraflores, Barranco and Chorillos and you'll

be baflled as to why it has such a dodgy reputation.

[t's probably a lot to do with its unfortunate
climate. During Peru’s high scason (May-Sept),
when the weather’s atits best at the big tourist
sites inland, a dull. impenetrable mist descends
on the citv (ladies, pack plenty of Frizz-Ease).
Ideally. vou'd hase voursell near the Bridge of
Sighs in boho Barranco but there’s nowhere decent
to stav apart from Second Home (doubles from
approx £ 50}, a guest house run by Lilian Delfin,
daughter of acclaimed Peruvian artist Victor.
Greatin its own way, but very much a b&b and
not for honeymooners. Head instead to the Orient-
Miraflores Park Hotel (doubles from
approx £221), right above Lima’s eliffs (get an

Expre

ocean-view roomy), with a spa and pool on the | 1th

floor and showers so powerful your pulverised
body will be forced against the marble floor

Lima doesn’t have a wealth of sight-secing
opportunities (you can cover Plaza de Armas,
the Cathedral and Convent of San Francisco
in a couple of hours; the mysterious adobe ruin
of Huaca Pucllana in one) but it does have a
few museums that are worth checking out.
notably Museo Larco (muscolarco.org), where
3.000 vears of pre-Columbian artwork are on
show. and the Gold Museum (muscoroperu.
com). I the jewellery on show inspires vou to
shop, Ester Ventura (esterventura.com) and
Naria (ilariainternational.com) are good bets; for
less expensive pieces try Joyeria (Av La Paz 188),

Lima’s real draw is its sealood — this is. after all,
where Nobu had his first restaurant. Nowadays
vou'll find Lima’s - and therefore South America’s

best sushi at Toshiro’s (Av Conquistadores 450
in San Isidro. Go there for lunch asits location
above a slot-casino 1sn't romante. A funkier option
for the obligatory ceviche (raw fish marinated in
citrus juices) is Peruvian super-chel Gaston
Acurio’s La Mar Cebicheria (Av La Mar 770).

Come the evening, many make the pilgrimage
to La Rosa Nautica. on Lima’s pier. Wonderful
ambience but the food can be hit-and-miss. Head
instead to Gaston Acurio’s Astrid y Gaston (Calle
Cantuarias 173), or his arch-rival Pedro Miguel
Schiaffino’s Malabar in San Isidro (Camino
Real 101). Other good options include Alfresco
Malecon Balia 790) and Fiesta (Av Reducto
1278} just steer clear of the elifa (Chinese-Peruvian

Joints that Limenos adore, Finallv, hop in a cab to

Barranco to finish the night with a pisco sour at
La Posada del Angels III (Pedro de Osma 218),
Waistline bulging, it’s time to travel inland, to
Colea Canyon. Deeper than Arizona’s Grand
Canyon, Colea should be a must-visit on any wip
to Peru but for some reason is often overlooked.
Don't make that mistake: it might well be the
highlight of your honeymoon, especially now
Orient-Express’s Las Casitas del Colea
approx £ 254pp [ull board, mcluding actuvities
has opened three hours” drive from Arvequipa. If
vou only have budget for one five-star splurge,
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