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Orchids int Inkaterra at Machu Picehu
Pueblo Hotel

By Benjamim Collantes. Carmen Soto
ane fosé Keoechlin, 2007, Jubaterra
Assaciacidgr, Lima, Peru, 233 color
photegprophs, nine black-and-whire
illustrations. three color illusirations,
twe maps. Hardeover 2 pages.
Avaitable through the AQN Web site
awd ar the AGS Baoth ar the T9th
World Orchid Conference, Miami,
Florida, Tanuary 18-27.

TO AN ORCHID LOVER. MACHU
Picchu conjures visions of Mas-
devallia veitehiong growing among
the ruins of a large Inca city that was
abandoned o the 16th century and
rediscovered in 19020 At present, plants
ol this Masdevallio are gone from the
mest visited part of this popular and
easily accessihle tourist attraction that
counts an average of 2,000 pecople
visiting every day, The terraces once
alive with Effeanthus. Masdevallia,
Epidendrunt and ot her LENETA are now
grass, probably due to disturbance of
the snil by archenlogists combined
with grazing of llamas and human foot
traffic. There are a few garden areas
within the compound where orchids
arow, but nothing like it was many
YUars ago.

The Historical Sanctmary of Machu
Picchu (SHMP) was created in 1981 o
fitigate Turther deterioration cansed
by economic and social development,”™
Within the 80,000 acres (32374 ha) of
SHMP is the Inkaterra Machu Picchu
Puehla Hotel Inkaterra manages the
hotel and has created a nonprolil
organization of biological conservation
and study, Spanning 20 vears. this
eclogically sound cooperation of
[nkaterra and Inkaterra Association
has promoted study of the orchids of
SHMP throngh photographs, deawings
and the collection of sulvaged planes
into the Inkaterra Machu Picchu Pueblo
Haotel gardens and orchid trail. Along
with the study o the zardens and 1rail,
Inkaterra is reintroducing same orchid
spectes nto the SHMP asrea through
seed germination projects and habitac
regencration.

The wisitor te the Inkaterrd Machu
Ficchu Puehlo Hotel would first notice
the plantings of orchids mixed in with
the gingers, heliconias and other
tropical folinge that line the pathways
around the builings and rooms of this
lavely hatel. Farther into the river
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behind
Oreehidarinm, will species collected

canyon the hotel is the
from  the hotel grounds  during
construction and omher speeies rescoed
from fallen trees or rock shdes {from the
surrounding arcas, all being well cared
for in a natural and well-maintained
setting that is an easy walk and allows
plenty of opportunity te scee the
orchids up close,

Ower the years, some photographs
of the 372 orchid species flowering
weithin the hotel grounds have been
collected and are now selectively
presented in this lovely book, Crefidys
i Inkateren of Macele Piechn Paello
Hetel

Ag g |,1it.'|||1'|; hook, this caplures the
magnificence and variety of Machu
Ficchu anmd its orchids, There are
prhotographs of the sanctuary and the
hotel o orient the reader who may not
know the area, Text describes the area,
1ts history and why there is 30 much

diversity, There s a short section of

orchid hiology, with seme text and
outstanding photegraphs. Av the end
of the book are maps of the climate
zones and an aerial map of SHMP, a
calendar of [Mowering times and a
plossary.

The rest is photographs of orchids:
beantitul and detailed pictures of the
flowers of |78 species from 57 genera.
Also included are a few type drawings
as well as copies of paintings by Angela
Mirre, Each puge is breathuking, The
variety incloded is a wonderful mix and

does not favar any one orchid type
over anether, Caplions give a briel
deseription of the plant, flower size,
habitar and blooming period.

I will leave it to the taxonomists ta
debare on the identilication of the
specics. allowing that those in the field
can ascertain the characteristics of the
species thut may not be obvious from
a picture. When a species is newly
described, 1ls localily is given and coch
tiime new locations are published this
is added to scientific knowledge. Mixed
throughout the photographs are clearly
labeled new-site records for many
species, apparently newly reported
with this publication, which means that
this book adds to the written know-
ledge of archids,

One error repeated thronghouot the
ook is the use of “sp, ace” and olther
Latin phrases that are used when
describing a new species, penns or
combination. These terms are wsed only
with the ariginal description, not with
subseguent publications of the name.
Omnee the name is published, it ceases
to be a spo o pove il is an established
species, | am sure the authors wanled
lo peant out that il wus 8 new species
at one time and imply that the discovery
wis due (o their eftorts. This 15 o small
matter that few would notice,

All text is presented in Spanish with
an English translation, The English test
is awkward al times but the intended
meaning 15 abvious in most instances,

There s a commenl on Masd.
veltefiiona’s receiving an FCC/AQS
award, not making clear that it was a
particular clone that receved the FCC,
not the species itself. Qroglossum
seansoy is a valid species, yet the tex
has the species nmme in parentheses,
with no explanation. This and other
errors are minor and should inone way
be reasons not to admire this book.
What this hook represents is the
variety and splendor of the archids ol
the Machu Picchu area, 11 is not meant
Lo help you wdentily your orchid, but
to be g generous introduction to the
spectrum of orchids that are grown
within the grounds of the Machu
Ficche Pucklo Hotel

The book™s authors ulse wuant Lo
stress that all profits from this book
will o to orchid conservation and
study. — Pairicia Hurding iv gn AOS
aceredited judee and o proofreader Jor
Awards Quarterly, 39027 Griges Divive,
Lebanon, Sregon Y7355 (e-mall pihn@
centurvtelnet).




