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What’s hot in Thailand & Miami +« On safari in India * Where to stay in Melbourne




Where to stay

The Vineyard at Stockcross, Berkshire

Starry, starry knight

WHAT IS IT? A cream-coloured, bow-
fronted, 18th-century hunting lodge with
modern extensions housing the spa,
restaurant and additional bedrooms,
Despite the noticeable lack of a
garden, it offers a country-house hotel
experience within striking distance
of London, with a firm emphasis on
the *fusion of food and wine’,

BEHIND THE SCEMNES For owner Sir Peler
Michael, a founder of Classic FM.
The Vineyard is an opportunity to
indulge his love of wine, food and art.
Sir Peter bought the property {then
operating as the Foley Lodge Hotel)
in 1996 and reopened it in 1998 as
a ‘restaurant with rooms’, [ts success
prompted the addition of more
bedrooms in 2004, The Vinevard,
whose name refers to Sir Peter's
winery in northern California, stocks
maore than 2,00 wines and showcases
almosty 1000 original paintings,

sketches and seulptures [rom his private
collection: pride of place is given 1o
Fire and Water, a sculpture by William
Pye, which grects guests on arrival, The
muin house is chintzy and comfortable,
with lots of big armchairs and sofas

to Nop nlo; the newer areas are more
conlemporary in style.

EAT Exccutive chel John Camphell and
head chef Peter Eaton create dishes in
which ingredienis are harmoniously
combined without losing their individual
Navours, The emphasis is on local
ingredients {erayfish and watercress
[rom the River Kennet; blackbherries,
sloes and mushrooms from the
surrounding liclds and hedgerows),
with an inspired twist. A signature
starler of salmon pr-cuin, marinated in
vanilla, cooked at a low temperature
and parinered, unusually, with foie
wras, was superh. Turboi, served on
pork belly and pickled white cabhage

Far left, in front of the hotel is a sculplure called
Fire and Water. Left, a room in the main howse

with a zingy ginger-and-lemongrass
foam, was paired hy the sommelier with
an Ausirian wine, Schloss Gobelsburg
Ciritner Veltliner Renner; it was

an inspired choice, Desserts were light
in feel and long on flavour. A tiny
mange sorbet topped with a tiny
cucumber sorbet and surrounded

by a cucumber-and-lime consommeé was
a fantastic finale. Awarded its second
Michelin star this year, the restaurant
is already deserving of a third.

SLEEP '[he 4Y rooms vary from old
fashioned in the main house - four-poster
heds, brocaded curtains, tasselled
cushions, heavy wallpaper and rather
dated green-marble bathrooms - to
maodern in the new wing's split-level
Adrium Suites, with cooler colours
and separate showers in the bathrooms
(all have Molton Brown toiletries).

WHO GOES THERE Ovzy and Sharon
Oshourne are regular guests, It is well
placed for the racecourse at Newbury,
and its proximity to London guarantees
a steady flow of middle-aged, high-
income gourmets,

BEST THING 'The food alone makes it
waorth a visit, but the spa is also
ounstanding. with its truffle and chocolate
therapies and huge, circular pool,

WORST THING Even with the sculptures
and art displays, the outside space is
dominated by a car park, lending the
hotel an unfortunate but inevitable
‘motel” dimension, Some of the older
bedrooms are a bit cramped.

PRICE Doubles from £125. The three-
course & la carte dinner menu costs
LoX per person; 10-course tasting
menu £8Y per person MARY LUSSIANA

THE VINEYARD AT STOCKCROSS, 510CKCROSS, NEWBURY. BERKSHIRE (016838 528770 WWW.THEVINEYARD.COLIK)
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